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Writer’s Workshop Unit 
Tools 

 

Crayons Have students sit around the carpet area. 

Ask, "When you want to write or draw something, what are some tools that you might use?" 

Share, "Today I am going to read you a story about crayons." 

Say, "I want you to listen to the story and then we will talk about it after I'm done." 

Read a story about crayons. 

 

Discuss the book as appropriate. 

Ask, "Did you bring crayons to school?" 

Allow students to get their crayons. 

Instruct them to put the crayons on the floor in front of them. 

Facilitate a conversation with your class about how we use crayons. 

Decide on correct ways to use crayons. 

Decide on incorrect ways to use crayons. 

Establish expectations. 

 

Practice: 

□ By this time, you have already had the children label their Writer's Workshop notebooks. 

□ By this time, you have already established where the notebooks are housed, how to get them, and how to put them back. 

□ By this time, you have practiced identifying the front of the notebook, back of the notebook, and the spine of the 

notebook. 

□ By this time, you have practiced finding the first page of the notebook, and have practiced turning pages correctly. 

□ By this time, you have practiced finding the top and bottom of a page, and have practice turning pages correctly {again}. 

□ By this time, you have explained what a 'double page spread' is [right and left pages - -blank]. 

□ TODAY - - allow students to practice using their crayons. 

□ Instruct students to find the front of their notebooks. 

□ Instruct students to find the NEXT "fresh" double page spread - - "new" double page spread. 

□ Ask students to to put one of their hands on top of one of the pages. 

□ Distribute name cards. 

□ Say, "Please write your name using your favorite color on the page you had your hand on.   You may use your name card." 

□ After all have written their name instruct students to put their crayon "back to bed" [in the crayon case]. 

□ Say, "Good job writing your names!  I like how you all put your crayons "back to bed!" 

□ Say, "Now I'd like you to put your hand on top of the page that doesn't have your name on it." 

□ Say, "Using your crayons - -as many colors as you'd like - - please draw a picture of yourself." 

 

Allow time for students to work. 

When finished, ask students to "put their crayons to bed" and to gather at the carpet. 

Allow students time to share their work. 

Dismiss students to return their Writer's Workshop notebooks to its home. 

 
A Day with No Crayons by 

Elizabeth Rusch 
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Writer’s Workshop Unit 
Tools 

 

Markers Have students sit around the carpet area. 

Ask, "When you want to write or draw something, what are some tools that you might use?" 

Share, "Today I am going to read you a story about markers." 

Say, "I want you to listen to the story and then we will talk about it after I'm done." 

Read a story about markers.  

 

Discuss the book as appropriate. 

Ask, "Did you bring markers to school?" 

Allow students to get their markers. 

Instruct them to put the crayons on the floor in front of them. 

□ I have mine bring both THIN and THICK markers 

 

Facilitate a conversation with your class about how we use markers. 

Decide on correct ways to use markers. 

Decide on incorrect ways to use markers. 

Establish expectations. 

 

Practice: 

□ By this time, you have already had the children label their Writer's Workshop notebooks. 

□ By this time, you have already established where the notebooks are housed, how to get them, and how to put them back. 

□ By this time, you have practiced identifying the front of the notebook, back of the notebook, and the spine of the 

notebook. 

□ By this time, you have practiced finding the first page of the notebook, and have practiced turning pages correctly. 

□ By this time, you have practiced finding the top and bottom of a page, and have practice turning pages correctly {again}. 

□ By this time, you have explained what a 'double page spread' is [right and left pages - -blank]. 

□ TODAY - - allow students to practice using their markers. 

□ Instruct students to find the front of their notebooks. 

□ Instruct students to find the NEXT "fresh" double page spread - - "new" double page spread. 

□ Ask students to to put one of their hands on top of one of the pages. 

□ Distribute name cards. 

□ Say, "Please write your name using your favorite color on the page you had your hand on.   You may use your name card." 

□ After all have written their name instruct students to put their marker "back to bed" [in the marker box]. 

□ Say, "Good job writing your names!  I like how you all put your marker "back to bed!" 

□ Say, "Now I'd like you to put your hand on top of the page that doesn't have your name on it." 

□ Say, "Using your markers - -as many colors as you'd like - - please draw a picture of your mom and/or dad." 

Allow time for students to work. 

When finished, ask students to "put their markers to bed" and to gather at the carpet. 

Allow students time to share their work. 

Dismiss students to return their Writer's Workshop notebooks to its home. 

Not in the House Newton!  

by Judith Heide Gilliland 
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Writer’s Workshop Unit 
Tools 

 

Colored Pencils Have students sit around the carpet area. 

Ask, "When you want to write or draw something, what are some tools that you might use?" 

Share, "Today I am going to read you a story about colored pencils." 

Say, "I want you to listen to the story and then we will talk about it after I'm done." 

Read a story about colored pencils. 

Discuss the book as appropriate. 

Ask, "Did you bring colored pencils to school?" 

Allow students to get their colored pencils. 

Instruct them to put the colored pencils on the floor in front of them. 

□ I do not suggest the "TWISTABLE" Crayola colored pencils - - they break too easily for emergent writers/illustrators! 

Facilitate a conversation with your class about how we use colored pencils. 

Decide on correct ways to use colored pencils. 

Decide on incorrect ways to use colored pencils. 

Establish expectations. 

Practice: 

□ By this time, you have already had the children label their Writer's Workshop notebooks. 

□ By this time, you have already established where the notebooks are housed, how to get them, and how to put them back. 

□ By this time, you have practiced identifying the front of the notebook, back of the notebook, and the spine of the 

notebook. 

□ By this time, you have practiced finding the first page of the notebook, and have practiced turning pages correctly. 

□ By this time, you have practiced finding the top and bottom of a page, and have practice turning pages correctly {again}. 

□ By this time, you have explained what a 'double page spread' is [right and left pages - -blank]. 

□ TODAY - - allow students to practice using their markers. 

□ Instruct students to find the front of their notebooks. 

□ Instruct students to find the NEXT "fresh" double page spread - - "new" double page spread. 

□ Ask students to to put one of their hands on top of one of the pages. 

□ Distribute name cards. 

□ Say, "Please write your name using your favorite color on the page you had your hand on.   You may use your name card." 

□ After all have written their name instruct students to put their colored pencil "back to bed" [in the colored pencil box]. 

□ Say, "Good job writing your names!  I like how you all put your colored pencil "back to bed!" 

□ Say, "Now I'd like you to put your hand on top of the page that doesn't have your name on it." 

□ Say, "Using your colored pencil - -as many colors as you'd like - - please draw a picture of your teacher/pet/friend." 

Allow time for students to work. 

When finished, ask students to "put their colored pencils to bed" and to gather at the carpet. 

Allow students time to share their work. 

Dismiss students to return their Writer's Workshop notebooks to its home. 

John's Picture   

by Elizabeth MacDonald 
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Writer’s Workshop Unit 
Tools 

 

Pencils and 

Pens 

Part 1: 

Ask students to give examples of writing tools that we can use to write with. 

Show examples of each. 

Make marks on a white piece of paper with each writing tool, then compare and contrast the marks. 

Classify each mark as thin or thick.  Make the connection between tools that leave thick marks versus thin marks. 

Share, "I've been noticing a lot of great things about your writing lately class.  In fact, I've been thinking a lot about it!  I have 

noticed that you are writing neater letters.  I have noticed that you are writing smaller letters.  I've also noticed that you are 

writing more words and sentences to share details about your stories.  All of these things are great, and I have decided to 

give you a gift that will help you to continue doing such great things!"   

Share, "Before I give you your gift, I want you to help me notice something.  Will you help?  You see, I think that if we write with 

a tool that makes thin marks, we will be able to write neater letters.  If we write with a tool that makes thin marks, our letters 

will be smaller, easier to read, and we will be able to write more words and sentences.  This will then give our readers more 

information about our story.  What do you think?  Let's try writing a story.  We will write it two times.  Once with a tool that 

writes thick lines, and once with a tool that writes thin lines.  Then we will compare the two stories." 

After writing the first story (thick lines), count the number of sentences written.  Do the same for the second story. 

Compare and contrast.  Decide which one is better. 

Remind students, before dismissing them for Writer's Workshop, that they too can use writing tools that leave thin marks. 

Give students their "gift" [a mechanical pencil, gel pen, thematic pencil/pen, etc]. 

Encourage them to begin using/writing with thin writing tools during Writer's Workshop. 

 

Part 2: 

Ask students to identify writing tools that write thick and thin lines.   

Ask students to share the benefits of writing with tools that leave thin lines. 

Divide "teacher journal" [chart paper] into a t-chart.   

On one side, write your story using a thick writing tool.   

On the other side, re-write your story using a thin tool.   

Ask students to make observations about the two. ["we have more room to write more details/information "] 

Count the number of sentences on each side. 

Remind students, before dismissing them for Writer's Workshop, that they too can use writing tools that leave thin marks. 

 
I Am A Pencil 

By Linda Hayward 

 

 
The Little Red Pen 

By Janet Stevens 
                 ŷ 
http://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=xlVSwfglD6g 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xlVSwfglD6g
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xlVSwfglD6g
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Other Crayon, Marker, and Color Pencil Books:  

 
Harold and the Purple Crayon  by Crocket 

Johnson 

 
The Crayon Box that Talked  by Shane Derolf 

 
My Crayons Talk by Patricia Hubbard 

 
Bad Day at Riverbend  by Chris Van Allsburg 

 
I Can Crayon  by Ray Gibson 

 
Wax to Crayons  by Inez Snyder 

 
From Wax to Crayon  by Michael H. Forman 

 
From Wax to Crayon  by Robin Nelson 

 
Crayons from Start to Finish  by Samuel G. 

Woods 

 
Jamaica's Blue Marker  by Juanita Harvill 

 
Arnie an d the Stolen Marker  by Nancy Carlson 

 
The Red Magic Marker  by Janie Spaht Gill  

Purple, Green and Yellow  by Robert Munsch 
 

Artõs Supplies by Chris Tougas 

Ŷ About "Art's Supplies" - -  

I recommend reading this AHEAD of 

time before reading it aloud to your 

class.  There are some "above your 

head" comments in the book that 

kindergarten, first and even second 

graders might not understand (or even 

need to hear).  I suggest that if you use 

it, you might want to do some creative 

on the spot editing/omitting/censorship.   

 
If You Take A Pencil 

By Testa Fulvio 

 
The Pencil 

By Allan Ahlberg 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From Graphite to Pencil 

By Ali Mitgutsch 

 
The Good Luck Pencil 

By Diane Stanley 

 
Problems with Pete the Pencil and Eddie the 

Eraser by Spring Valley MN, 3rd Grade 

Students of Kingsland Elementary School 

 


