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Writer’s Workshop Unit 
Sentence Fluency 

 

Introduce and 

Define 

Sentence 

Fluency 

Gather students at the meeting area.  Using the SMARTboad Traits of Writing file, quickly review what's been 

learned so far about each trait.  As you review each trait that you've already begun teaching, uncover its cell on 

the SMARTboard file. 

 

 

IDEAS: deciding what you will write about and finding details 

about your topic 

CONVENTIONS: using correct spelling, punctuation, 

capitalization, and grammar 

WORD CHOICE: choosing and using words 

ORGANIZATION: hooking your reader with an interesting 

beginning, sequencing your story, and wrapping your story up 

with a just right ending 

SENTENCE FLUENCY: beginning sentences in different ways, 

writing long/short sentences, and rereading your story to 

check how it sounds 

VOICE: adding emotion/feeling to your story 

 

Share, "Today another trait will be introduced.  It is the trait of SENTENCE FLUENCY.  When writers reread their 

writing to see how it sounds, they are checking for SENTENCE FLUENCY."  Ask, "Have YOU ever reread your story to 

see how it sounds when you read it?"  Say, "If you did, you were checking for SENTENCE FLUENCY.  When a writer 

decides to change the way their sentences begin, because maybe they started with the same word for every 

sentence, they are working to improve their SENTENCE FLUENCY.  Also, when a writer writes sentences that are 

long, and some that are short, and sentences of all different lengths, they are working on SENTENCE FLUENCY." 

 

Uncover the SENTENCE FLUENCY cell on the SMARTboard file.  Quickly read the three cue words located in the 

SENTENCE FLUENCY box/cell(beginning, length, smooth), and share that we will learn more about SENTENCE 

FLUENCY in the days to come. 
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Writer’s Workshop Unit 
Sentence Fluency 

 

Hearing 

Sentence 

Fluency 

This is an ongoing lesson that takes place during your  

 

 interactive chapter book read alouds,  

 mini lesson mentor text read alouds, and  

 during shared/interactive reading. 

 

Use poetry, songs, and read alouds. 

 

As your read, listen for rhythm and rhyme. 

 

As your read, identify rhythm and rhyme. 

 

Talk about favorite sentences.  Why are they your favorite?  What makes them strong? 

 

Begin to embed the language – Sentence Fluency.  When you notice it in your reading, stop and think out loud, 

"This author is using good SENTENCE FLUENCY.  When I read this part it sounds good to my ears.  Authors not only 

read with their eyes, they read with their ears, too!"   

 Read Alouds 
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Writer’s Workshop Unit 
Sentence Fluency 

 

Varied 

Sentence 

Beginnings: 

What do Other 

Authors Do? 

Select an excerpt from a book you are reading or have read.  Enlarge the text. 

 

With student help, find the first word of every sentence and highlight them using different colors.  

A different color for each word that is different. 

 

    
 

Observe that the author began sentences using different words.  Say, "Stories read more 

smoothly when the sentences don't all begin the same way.  When an author begins his or her 

sentences in different ways, it helps with SENTENCE FLUENCY!  When I read this excerpt from Ribsy 

by Beverly Cleary, it sounds good to my ears.  Authors not only read with their eyes, they read 

with their ears, too!  Beverley Cleary used good SENTENCE FLUENCY.  She started her sentences 

with different beginnings."   

 

Encourage students as they write to have a watchful eye on how THEY are beginning their 

sentences. 

 Text Excerpt 

 

 

 Highlighters 
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Writer’s Workshop Unit 
Sentence Fluency 

 

Varied 

Sentence 

Beginnings: 

Highlighter 

Frenzy 

Have students self-select a piece of writing and meet you at the meeting area with a highlighter 

and clip board. 

 

On the board, using your own writing sample, model how to locate and highlight the first word of 

every sentence.  Count the number of different ways you began your sentences.  Compare to 

the number of sentences in your story.   

 

       
 

Say, "Stories read more smoothly when the sentences don't all begin the same way.  When an 

author begins his or her sentences in different ways, it helps with SENTENCE FLUENCY!  When I 

read a story where the sentences begin in different ways, it sounds good to my ears.  Authors not 

only read with their eyes, they read with their ears, too!"   

 
Encourage students as they write to have a watchful eye on how THEY are beginning their 

sentences.  Remind them to reread their stories often to check if it sounds good to their ears. 

 

 Teacher Text 

 

 Student Texts 

 

 Highlighters 
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Writer’s Workshop Unit 
Sentence Fluency 

 

Varied 

Sentence 

Lengths: 

What do Other 

Authors Do? 

Select an excerpt from a book you are reading or have read.  Enlarge the text.  Draw a simple 

tally chart recording sheet on construction paper or the board. 

 

With student help, find the beginning and end of each sentence, one at a time.  Count the 

words in each sentence, one at a time.  Record the number of words on the tally sheet.  You 

can do the entire book or just an except, depending on how long the book is. 

 

 

 
  

 

After you have finished, discuss your observations as appropriate.  Notice long, flowing 

sentences.  Go back and reread them.  Notice short, snappy sentences.  Go back and reread 

them.  Say, " Stories read more smoothly when the sentence lengths are different.  When an 

author begins his or her sentences in different ways, it helps with SENTENCE FLUENCY!  When I 

read a story where there are short, snappy sentences, and longer, flowing sentences, it sounds 

good to my ears.  Authors not only read with their eyes, they read with their ears, too!"   

 

Encourage students as they write to have a watchful eye on sentence length.  Remind them 

to reread their stories often to check if it sounds good to their ears. 

 

 Number of Words in a 

Sentence Tally Chart 

Sheet 

 
Sentence Length Chart                                                                              

 

 total ↓ 
1   

2   

3   

4   

5   

6   

7   

8   

9   

10   

11   

12+   

 

 

 Excerpt from a book 

or  

 Read Aloud book 
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Writer’s Workshop Unit 
Sentence Fluency 

 

Varied 

Sentence 

Lengths: 

Stretch it Out 

Gather students around the pocket chart.   

 

Display your predetermined sentence on index cards in the pocket chart.  It should only be 

three words long.  Tell the class that the goal of the 

activity is to STRETCH the sentence out by adding 

words to it.  Remind them that we will need to reread 

the sentence often to check to see if it sounds good 

to our ears, and to see if it makes sense.  As you stretch 

the sentence, always start over so that your sentences 

in the pocket chart will progress from shortest 

sentence to longest sentence. 

 

Example: 

 

The cat meowed.  

The orange cat meowed. 

The HUGE, orange cat meowed. 

The HUGE, orange cat meowed loudly. 

Yesterday, the HUGE, orange cat meowed loudly. 

Yesterday morning, the HUGE, orange cat meowed loudly. 

 
Continue doing this activity throughout the year.  Encourage your students to stretch their 

sentences during Writer's Workshop conferences, if you observe their stories to consist mostly of 

shorter sentences.  Observe as a class that when authors stretch some of their sentences, they 

not only improve their SENTENCE FLUENCY, but they also improve their IDEAS and WORD 

CHOICE (audience is getting more information about the topic form the author). 

 Index Cards 

 

 Pocket Chart 

 

 Marker  
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Writer’s Workshop Unit 
Sentence Fluency 

 

Varied 

Sentence 

Lengths and 

Beginnings: 

Roll of the Die 

As a class, practice writing a story with varied sentence lengths and beginnings.  Gather as a 

class in front of a whiteboard, chart paper, or interactive whiteboard. 

 

If you are not using a SMARTBoard (with my premade file), have a die on hand and 

predetermined topic.  Roll the die and challenge your class to collaboratively draft a sentence.  

The number of words in the sentence is dictated by what number you rolled.  Keep rolling the die 

and writing sentences about your 

topic.  Encourage your class to 

begin their sentences using 

different words.   

 

(If you are using my SMARTboard 

file, the number generator will 

generate a number between 3 

and 7 for sentence length, and the 

image die will roll a topic for you. 

 

Say, "Stories read more smoothly 

when the sentences don't all begin 

the same way.  Stories read more 

smoothly when it has a variety of 

sentence lengths.  Stories can 

have short, snappy sentences AND 

longer, flowing sentences.  When I read a story where the sentences begin in different ways, 

AND the sentence are different lengths, it sounds good to my ears.  Authors not only read with 

their eyes, they read with their ears, too!"   

 
Encourage students as they write to have a watchful eye on how THEY are beginning their 

sentences. 

 SMARTboard "Roll 

a Sentence" 

SENTENCE 

FLUENCY File 

 

 

OR 

 

 

 

 Chart Paper, 

Marker, Topic, and 

Die 
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Writer’s Workshop Unit 
Sentence Fluency 

 

Different Kinds 

of Sentences 

Send students on a mission to locate one story that has a combination of 

 periods and question marks 

 periods and exclamation points 

                        or 

 periods, question marks, and exclamation points 

 

 
 

Say, "SENTENCE FLUENCY is how the story sounds when you read it.  Remember, reading with your 

eyes and ears is the key.  We've learned that stories read more smoothly when the sentences 

don't all begin the same way.  We've also learned that stories read more smoothly when it has a 

variety of sentence lengths.  Stories also read well when there are different kinds of sentences. "  

Ask, "What kinds of sentences are there?"  Say, "You have one of your stories with you right now.  

We are going to read our stories to our partners.  When you read your story I want you to practice 

reading it fluently.  Remember what we've learned about reading fluently (point to FLUENCY 

reading anchor chart).  Readers change their voice when they read different kinds of sentences.  

Read your story to your partner and they will read their story to you.  Then count how many of 

each kind of sentence you have in your story."   

 

Allow time for students to work. 

 Student Stories 
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Writer’s Workshop Unit 
Sentence Fluency 

 

Varied 

Sentence 

Lengths: 

Combining 

Sentences 

Using Commas 

Gather students at the meeting area.  Display your sample story.   

 

Dogs 

Have you ever had a pet dog?  I haven't!  On Sunday I 

am getting a dog.  I am SOOOO excited!  I already 

picked him out from the Humane Society.  He's a BIG 

German Shepherd dog, with lots and lots of hair.  My 

mom hopes that he doesn't shed too much.  So do I!  I 

promised to brush him.  I promised to walk him every 

day.  I will feed him.  I will play fetch with him.  Dogs 

are a BIG responsibility!  But I'm up for the challenge.   

 

I promised to brush him, 

walk  him every day, feed 

him, and play fetch with him. 

Read it as a class (shared reading).  Make observations about your demonstration of SENTENCE FLUENCY 

as a writer.  Did you... 

 use short, snappy sentences and long, flowing sentences? 

 write a variety of sentence types? 

 begin your sentences in different ways? 

 

Ask, "If there were one part in the story that didn't sound as smooth when we read it out loud, where 

would that part be?"  Guide students toward noticing that the sentences beginning with "I promised" and 

"I will" -- toward the end of the story, need some help.  Ask students, "What are these four sentences 

ABOUT?"  (what he will DO for his dog, how he will TAKE CARE of his dog) 

 

Highlight the sentences.  Then work together on another sheet of paper (off to the side) and demonstrate 

how to rewrite these sentences to make them more fluent.  Conclude that these sentences could be 

combined because they are ABOUT THE SAME THING...taking care of his dog.  Encourage students to think about 

which of their sentences can be combined because they are about the same topic. 

 Teacher sample 

story (fiction or 

nonfiction) 

 

 Highlighter 

 

 Extra paper 
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Writer’s Workshop Unit 
Sentence Fluency 

 

Varied 

Sentence 

Lengths: 

Combining 

Sentences 

Using Commas 

#2 

Gather students at the meeting area.  Display your sample sentences.  Share with the class that 

these sentences are a part of four different stories.  You choose these sentences because they 

were not helping their stories to be very fluent.  They need help!   

 

As a class, read them together.  Identify these as "broken record" sentences.  "Broken Record" is 

a term that means "over and over again and again, and again."  Ask, "In each of these 

examples, what is being repeated over and over and over again and again and again?"  

Highlight the broken record parts.  Ask, "What are each of these parts of stories about?"  (what 

ants eat, what I did at the park, what we brought camping, and what kind of character Leo is).  

Ask, "What can we do to help these sentences be more fluent?" 

 

Ants Potawatomi State Park Camping Leo the Lion 

Ants eat sap.  Ants eat 

protein.  Ants eat 

sweets. 

I rode my bike.  I took 

a long walk.  I climbed 

the tower. 

We brought firewood.  

We brought a tent 

and sleeping bags.  

We brought lots of 

food. 

Leo the Lion was kind.  

Leo was gentle.  Leo 

the Lion was giving. 

Ants eat sap, protein, and 

sweets. 

I rode my bike, took a long 

walk, and climbed the 

tower. 

We brought firewood, a 

tent and sleeping bags, and 

lots of  food. 

Leo the Lion was kind, 

gentle, and giving. 

 

Work together to rewrite these sentences to make them more fluent.  Conclude that these 

sentences could be combined because they are ABOUT THE SAME THING.  Say, "We can 

combine them by using commas to separate the ideas."  Encourage students to think about 

which of their sentences can be combined because they are about the same topic. 

 "Broken Record" 

Sentence Samples 

 

 Chart Paper 

 

 Marker 
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Additional Books to Teach Sentence Fluency: 

 
The Old Black Fly 

by Jim Aylesworth 

 
My Little Sister Ate One Hare  

by Bill Grossman 

 
Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible, No Good, 

Very Bad Day by Judith Viorst 
 

Tough Cookie 

by David Wisniewski 

 
A Drop of Water 

by Walter Wick 

 
Owl Moon 

by Jane Yolen 

 
I Ain’t Gonna Paint No More! 

by Karen Beaumont 

It Ain’t Gonna Rain No More 

by Mance Lipscomb 

 
Song and Dance Man 

by Karen Ackerman 

 
Raising Dragons 

by Jordine Nolen 

 
Brave Irene 

by William Steig 

 
Leaf Jumpers 

by Carole Gerber 

 
Deep in the Swamp 

by Donna M. Bateman 

 
Cloud Dance 

by Thomas Locker 

 
Fireflies 

by Julie Brinckloe 
 

Joyful Noise: Poems for Two Voices 

by Paul Fleischman 

 
The Magic Hat 

by Mem Fox 

 
Tanka Tanka Skunk! 

by Steve Webb 

 
Meanwhile 

by Jules Feiffer 

 
Take Me Out of the Bathtub and Other Silly 

Dilly Songs  by Alan Kantz 

 
Slugs  

 by David Greenberg 

 


