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Writer’s Workshop Unit 
Establishing Workshop Routine 

 

We Begin 

Writer’s 

Workshop at 

our Share 

Carpet 

Read a book about carpets, a magic carpet ride, or some other type of story involving rugs/carpets.  

After reading the book, draw students' attention to the classroom carpet.  

Ask them simple questions about it:    

□ what color is it  

□ how big is it 

□ does it bite - - it's OK to be funny!  :-) 

□ how does it feel 

□ why do we have a carpet 

Tell students that there are many reasons why we have a classroom carpet:  

□ Helps us know where to sit when we meet as a group 

□ Helps keep our clothes clean so we don't have to sit on the floor 

□ Looks nice in our classroom 

Tell students that everyday they will have Writer's Workshop, and that we will be using our carpet.  

Tell students that at the start of Writer's Workshop, the class will always meet at the Share Carpet.  

Share that during this time, our carpet will help us to know where to sit.  

Share that our carpet will helps us to remember that we are going to have special conversation.  

Share that these conversations are a time to share our ideas and learn new things.  

Say, "But you know what, class?  We need to talk about how to sit at the carpet - - how to use the carpet."  

□ should we sit on our friends 

□ should we stand on our heads 

□ should we sit and swing our arms around 

□ should we put our feet in the air - - in our ears - - mouths 

□ AGAIN - - It's OK to be Funny!!! 

Ask for suggestions from the children about how the class should/can sit at the carpet.  

Decide on the expectations/rules and then practice them.  

Take pictures of students sitting correctly at the carpet.  

Create an ANCHOR CHART for "Writer's Workshop" routine. 

Add information and a picture about the day's lesson. 

Say, “We will continue to add more pictures and information to this chart this week. 

Magic Carpet  

by Pat Brisson  

 

 

 

 

 
Emma's Rug  

by Allan Say 

 

 

 

 

 
The Front Hall Carpet  

by Nicholas Heller 
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Writer’s Workshop Unit 
Establishing Workshop Routine 

 

We Use Our 

Eyes and Ears 

to Watch the 

Teacher 

As students come to the carpet, congratulate them on sitting appropriately.   Emphasize the importance if sitting at/around 

the carpet {reiterate yesterday's mini lesson}.  Say, "Now that you are at the carpet, I want to share a special book with you."   

Tell the children that at the start of most Writer's Workshops we will begin by reading a book.  Say, "We will read books, because 

when we read them, books help us to learn something new."   Tell the children that today's book will help us to learn that 

looking is very important, and when we look, we learn.  

 

Ask the children to show you what body part they use when they are LOOKING.  Affirm their answer - - and add that today 

they will learn how to LOOK with more than one part of their body!   Show the front cover of the book, Look!  Look!  Look!  by 

Nancy Elizabeth Wallace.   Ask students to LOOK with their eyes and share what they see.  

Read Look!  Look!  Look!  by Nancy Elizabeth Wallace.   After reading the book, draw students attention to the "moral" of the 

story:   "This adorable and informative look at a mouse family that borrows a postcard depicting a famous painting is a winning choice. The mice 

carefully study the portrait, examining each part and analyzing what they see–patterns, colors, lines, shapes, etc. They not only enjoy and appreciate 

what they learn, but they also individually and collectively decide that they can compose their very own pictures as they now know so much about these 

artistic elements. This delightful lesson comes to a rather abrupt finale when the humans return home. Wallace and Friedlaender have assembled a 

charming foray into the world of art, complete with a helpful glossary and lessons on how to make a self-portrait. This is not only an amusing, creative 

story, but also an adventure into art that encourages originality while inspiring creativity." 

 

Share with students that the mice in the book learned lots by LOOKING.   Ask the class what new things they learned after they 

LOOKED at the postcard.  Say, "You know what, class?  This book reminds me that when I look at you, I learn lots and lots of 

new things."   Ask the class if they learn new things by watching/looking at others.  

Allow time for sharing.  Say, "I'd like you to be just like these mice during Writer's Workshop.  I'd like you to Look!  Look!  Look!  If I 

am reading or writing, and we are at the carpet, how we can/could/should watch/look at me?  Should you watch with your 

thumbs, toes, shoes (laughter releases fidgetiness and stress!).  Should you watch with your eyes, ears?  Remind students that 

we can watch [or listen] with our eyes and ears.   Share that we can also watch and listen with our hands, feet, and voices.  

Ask the children how they [hands, feet, voices] help us to watch and listen.  Remind students that when they are listening and 

watching very carefully, they will learn something new.   

 

 Encourage students to practice listening and watching carefully as you write a journal entry.  Take pictures of students 

watching and listening carefully [during the teacher writing/modeling].   Continue creating an ANCHOR CHART for "Writer's 

Workshop" routine, and add information and a picture about the day's lesson. 

Look!  Look!  Look!   

by Nancy Elizabeth 

Wallace 

 

 

 

 

Listen and Learn   

By Cheri J. Meiners 
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Writer’s Workshop Unit 
Establishing Workshop Routine 

 

We Use Our 

Brains, Voices, 

and Hands to 

Help the 

Teacher 

As students come to the carpet, congratulate them on sitting appropriately.    

Emphasize the importance listening and watching very carefully when we are at the carpet.  

 

Read Can I Help?  by Marilyn Janovitz.  {or a different book about helping}  

After reading the book, draw students’ attention to the importance of helping our moms, dads, family, friends.  

Ask students how they have helped another person before.  

Ask students how they can help the teacher.  

 

Share with students that helping the teacher includes helping with Writer's Workshop.  

Tell students that writers help other writers when help is needed.  

Share that today's book helps us to learn that helping is OK.  

 

Review the anchor chart that has been started.    

□ Discuss the importance of sitting at the carpet.  

□ Discuss the importance of watching and listening with our eyes, ears, hands, feet, and voices.  

Á  

Share with students that it is also important to help others when they need it.  

Share, "When I am writing my story, I will ask you for help."  

Ask, "Will you help me if I need help and ask for it?"  

Ask the class how a student should show the teacher that they'd like to help.  

□ Ask, "Should they jump up and down?"  

□ Ask, "Should they shout out?"  

□ Ask, "Should they make lots of odd noises?"  (etc) 

 

Remind students that helping is important, but we must always make sure that we are helping appropriately.  

Encourage students to listen carefully for times that help is needed as you write a journal entry.  

Take pictures of students helping [during the teacher writing/modeling].   Continue creating an ANCHOR CHART 

for "Writer's Workshop" routine, and add information and a picture about the day's lesson.  

Can I Help  

by Marilyn Janovitz 
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Writer’s Workshop Unit 
Establishing Workshop Routine 

 

We Sit With Our 

Writing Buddies 

During Writer’s 

Workshop 

Review the anchor chart that has been started.    

□ Discuss the importance of sitting at the carpet. 

□ Discuss the importance of watching and listening with our eyes, ears, hands, feet, and voices. 

□ Discuss the importance of helping other writers when they need help. 

 

Read a chapter from Cowgirl Kate and Cocoa: Partners by E. Silverman. 

  

After reading the book, facilitate a discussion about how Cowgirl Kate and Cocoa helped one another.  

Lead students to the understanding that partnerships are beneficial - we need partnerships.  

 

Throughout the week, continue reading from the book Cowgirl Kate and Cocoa: Partners.  

Ask students how having a writing partner can be helpful to them.  

Discuss good ways of helping and improper ways of helping.  

 

Share with students that during Writer's Workshop, they will be sitting next to a writing buddy [partner].  

Share that writing buddies help one another in good ways.  

Share that if help is needed, students should ask their writing buddy for help.  

Ask, "What are some ways we need help during Writer's Workshop?" {crayon color, spelling, pencil, mini office}  

Ask, "If your writing buddy doesn't know how to help you, or can't, what could you do next?"   

□ ask a teacher 

□ ask a nearby neighbor [stay in seat] 

□ ask the teacher 

 

Encourage students to be your writing buddy while you write a journal entry.  

 

Take pictures of students being writing buddies [during independent work time].  Continue creating an ANCHOR 

CHART for "Writer's Workshop" routine, and add information and a picture about the day's lesson. 

Cowgirl Kate and Cocoa: 

Parthers  

by Erica Silverman 
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Writer’s Workshop Unit 
Establishing Workshop Routine 

 

We Add the 

Code Date to 

Our Writing 

Review the ANCHOR CHART that has been started.    

□ Discuss the importance of sitting at the carpet. 

□ Discuss the importance of watching and listening with our eyes, ears, hands, feet, and voices. 

□ Discuss the importance of helping other writers when they need help. 

□ Discuss the importance of sitting with and having writing buddies/partners. 

 

Read Pepper's Journal: A Kitten's First Year by Stuart Murphy.  

After reading the book, facilitate a discussion about why Lisa wrote the date for every time she wrote.  

 

Share with students that it is important to add the day's date to our writing.  

Ask students for reasons for why this is important.  

 

Write the day's date [using the format you prefer students to write it in] on the board.  

Tell students that this is the date for today.  

Tell students that we call this the "code" date.  

Share that later on in the year, we can read the date to determine what day it was that we wrote the story.  

 

Model how to add the code date to the top of a story.  

Encourage students to add the code date to the top of their stories every single day.  

 

Take pictures of students being writing the code date [during independent work time].  

Continue creating an ANCHOR CHART for "Writer's Workshop" routine, and add information and a picture about 

the day's lesson. 

  

Pepper's Journal   

by Stuart Murphy 
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Writer’s Workshop Unit 
Establishing Workshop Routine 

 

How to Handle 

Noisy 

Neighbors 

Lesson #1 of 2 

Gather students around the carpet. 

 

Say, "I've been noticing something about our writing time lately, and I think that today's book will help us a lot!  As I read this 

book, try to think about what problem we are having during Writer's Workshop time.  If you think you know what the problem 

is, keep the idea in your head until after we finish the book." 

 

Read Too Much Noise by Ann McGovern. 

 

Facilitate discussion about the book - - 

□ who were the characters  

□ what was the problem 

□ what was the solution 

 

Ask, "Does anyone know why I choose this book to read today?  What problem are we having during writing time?"  Say, "Yes, 

it sometimes gets too noisy during Writer's Workshop time.  You know, this book reminds me about Writer's Workshop." 

 

Create a simple T-Chart on the board with the headings - - loud    and   soft 

 

Say, "Let's create a T-Chart of noises that we make during writing time.  We will then decide if it is a soft or loud noise."  When 

finished, discuss as appropriate... 

□ why are the loud noises loud 

□ why are the soft noises soft 

□ should we make loud noises  

□ should we make soft noises 

□ how can we make loud noises soft 

 

Ask, "What kind of noises should be made during Writer's Workshop?" 

Say, "Yes, we should only make soft noises." 

 

Ask, "Why is it important to make soft noises during writing time?" 

Allow time for discussion (brief). 

 

Come to the conclusion that it is appropriate to talk during Writer's Workshop, but talking should be kept to a whisper.  Say, 

"When you are writing today, think about how you can make soft noises." 

Dismiss for Writer's Workshop. 

Too Much Noise  

by Ann McGovern 
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Writer’s Workshop Unit 
Establishing Workshop Routine 

 

How to Handle 

Noisy 

Neighbors 

Lesson #2 of 2 

Gather students around the carpet. 

Say, "I've been noticing something about our writing time lately, and I think that today's book will help us a lot!" 

        "As I read this book, try to think about what problem we are having during Writer's Workshop time." 

        "If you think you know what the problem is, keep the idea in  your head until after we finish the book." 

Read Noisy Neighbors by Nicola Moon.  Facilitate discussion about the book - - 

□ who were the characters  

□ what was the problem 

□ what was the solution 

Ask, "Does anyone know why I choose this book to read today?” 

        “What problem are we having during writing time?" 

Say, "Yes, it sometimes gets too noisy during Writer's Workshop time." 

        "You know, this book reminds me about Writer's Workshop." 

        "Sometimes I have children come to me and say something about their NOISY NEIGHBORS." 

Ask, "Have you ever had a noisy neighbor?" 

        "What can we do to solve the problem of a noisy neighbor?" 

□ remind our neighbor of the expectations/rules 

□ tell the teacher 

□ move to a different work spot 

Ask, "What if I am the noisy neighbor and my neighbor reminds me about the rules, what should I do?" 

□ listen 

□ say thanks 

□ not be noisy 

Ask, "What kind of neighbor should you be during Writer's Workshop?" 

Say, "When you are writing today, think about how you can be a good neighbor." 

 

Take pictures of students working quietly [during independent work time].  Continue creating an ANCHOR CHART 

for "Writer's Workshop" routine, and add information and a picture about the day's lesson.   

 

Dismiss for Writer's Workshop. 

Noisy Neighbors  

by Nicola Moon 
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Writer’s Workshop Unit 
Establishing Workshop Routine 

 

We Meet With 

The Teacher  

Lesson #1 of 2 

Gather students at the carpet. 

 

Review the ANCHOR CHART that has been started.    

□ Discuss the importance of sitting at the carpet. 

□ Discuss the importance of watching and listening with our eyes, ears, hands, feet, and voices. 

□ Discuss the importance of helping other writers when they need help. 

□ Discuss the importance of sitting with and having writing buddies/partners. 

□ Discuss the importance of writing the code date at the top of our story. 

□ Discuss the importance of being a quiet neighbor. 

 

Read This is the Teacher by Rhonda Gowler Greene.  

After reading the book, facilitate a discussion about the things that teachers do during the day.  

 

Share with students that one of the most favorite jobs a teacher has is to spend time with students.  Sometimes a 

teacher might spend time with their whole class, sometimes they might spend time with a small group, sometimes 

time might be spent with just the girls or boys, and sometimes it might be spent with one student at a time.   

When a teacher meets with one student, a small group of students or the entire class, it is called a meeting or a 

conference.   

 

Ask students if they’ve ever had a meeting/conference before.  Allow time for discussion. 

Share that every day during Writer’s Workshop there will be meetings.  Sometimes the meetings will be with just 

one student, other times it will be with a small group, and sometimes it will be with the entire class.   

 

Say, “Tomorrow we will talk more about teacher and student conferences/meetings.” 

 

Dismiss for Writer's Workshop. 

 
My Teacher, My Friend 

by P.K. Hallinan 

 

 

 
This is the Teacher 

by Rhonda Gowler Greene 
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Writer’s Workshop Unit 
Establishing Workshop Routine 

 

We Meet With 

The Teacher  

Lesson #2 of 2 

Gather students at the carpet.  Review the ANCHOR CHART that has been started.    

□ Discuss the importance of sitting at the carpet. 

□ Discuss the importance of watching and listening with our eyes, ears, hands, feet, and voices. 

□ Discuss the importance of helping other writers when they need help. 

□ Discuss the importance of sitting with and having writing buddies/partners. 

□ Discuss the importance of writing the code date at the top of our story. 

□ Discuss the importance of being a quiet neighbor. 

 

Read The Giant Jam Sandwich by John Vernon Lord.  After reading the book, facilitate a discussion about what the town’s 

problem was.  How was it solved?  Why did the townspeople have a meeting?  Did their problem go away?  How?  Why is it 

important to get together to talk about problems?  When people meet do they meet for other reasons?  For  what other 

reasons might people meet?    

 

Like yesterday, share with students that one of the most favorite jobs a teacher has is to spend time with students.  Sometimes 

a teacher might spend time with their whole class, sometimes they might spend time with a small group, sometimes time 

might be spent with just the girls or boys, and sometimes it might be spent with one student at a time.  When a teacher meets 

with one student, a small group of students or the entire class, it is called a meeting or a conference.   

 

Share that when a teacher meets with students the meeting usually takes place (happens) where the student is working.  

Sometimes if the teacher needs to meet with a small group of students the meeting might take place (happen) at the 

meeting table.  Ask, “If the teacher needs to meet with the whole group, where should the meeting take place?”   

 

Say, “Tomorrow we will start having teacher and student conferences/meetings.  When we have teacher and student 

meetings/conferences we will have a chance to talk more about writing.  You will get a chance to share your story with 

me and we will talk about it.  We will even talk about what writers do during our meetings.  I can’t wait to begin meeting 

with you!  It’s one of my favorite things to do as a teacher.” 

 

Dismiss for Writer's Workshop. 

 

NOTE Ÿ Tomorrow, have another teacher/adult helper take pictures of you meeting with students during independent work 

time.  Continue creating an ANCHOR CHART for "Writer's Workshop" routine, and add information/picture about the lesson. 

 
The Giant Jam Sandwich 

by John Vernon Lord 

 

 

 

 
Penny & Rio 

by Jennifer Swanson 
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Writer’s Workshop Unit 
Establishing Workshop Routine 

 

We Share Our 

Work 

Gather students at the carpet.  Review the ANCHOR CHART that has been started.    

□ Discuss the importance of sitting at the carpet. 

□ Discuss the importance of watching and listening with our eyes, ears, hands, feet, and voices. 

□ Discuss the importance of helping other writers when they need help. 

□ Discuss the importance of sitting with and having writing buddies/partners. 

□ Discuss the importance of writing the code date at the top of our story. 

□ Discuss the importance of being a quiet neighbor. 

□ Discuss the importance of meeting with the teacher. 

 

Read Oliver Has Something to Say by Pamela Edwards.  After reading the book, facilitate a discussion about what the Oliver’s 

problem was.  How was it solved?  Why is it important to listen to others?  Why is it important to share thoughts you have?    

 

Say, “At the end of Writer’s Workshop we will have SHARE TIME.  Share time will take place at the carpet.  Everyone brings 

their writing (story) to the carpet for share time.  Sometimes everyone will share, other times only a few will share.”  

 

Dismiss for Writer's Workshop.  At the end of Writer’s Workshop, gather the class back at the carpet.  Ask, “What are some 

important things to remember for share time?”   Create simple T-Chart of Share Time Expectations: 

 

Speaker  Listeners  

□ One speaker at a time. 

□ Teacher picks who will share. 

□ Loud, clear voice. 

□ Notebook (story) held below mouth when speaking. 

□ Share your words and your illustration! 

□ Call on one person at a time during QCC time. 

□ Listen with eyes. 

□ Listen with ears. 

□ Listen with hands and feet. 

□ Listen with brains. 

□ Raise hand during Questions, QCC time. 

□ One speaker at a time during QCC time. 

QCC time = Questions, Comments, Connections. 

 

NOTE → Tomorrow, have another teacher/adult helper take pictures of you meeting with students during independent work 

time.  Continue creating an ANCHOR CHART for "Writer's Workshop" routine, and add information/picture about the lesson. 

 
Oliver Has Something To Say  

by Pamela Edwards 
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Writer’s Workshop Unit 
Establishing Workshop Routine 

 

Writer's 

Workshop 

Timeline & 

Expectations 

Create a Writer's Workshop timeline as a class.  Use real pictures of students, or clip art.   

 

Refer to the timeline often.  Use it yearlong.  Post it every day, if it is not attached permanently to a wall. 

 

Examples: 

 

   
 

 

 


