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Writerçs Workshop Unit 
Organization 

 

Introduce and 

Define 

Organization  

Gather students at the meeting area.  Using the SMARTboad Traits of Writing  file, quickly review what's been 

learned so far about each trait.  As y ou review each trait that you've already begun teaching, uncover its cell on 

the SMARTboard file.  

 

 

IDEAS: deciding what you will write about and finding detail s 

about your topic  

CONVENTIONS: using correct spelling, punctuation, 

capitalization, and grammar  

WORD CHOICE: choosing and using words  

ORGANIZATION: hooking your reader with an interesting 

beginning, sequencing your story, and wrapping your story up 

with a just right ending  

SENTENCE FLUENCY: beginning sentences in different ways, 

writing long/short sentences, and rereading your story to 

check how it sounds  

VOICE: adding emotion/feeling to your story  

 

Share, "Today another trait will be introduced .  It is the trait of ORGANIZATION."  Ask, "Have you ever been to the 

zoo?  What would happen if all the zoo animals were mixed up and not in their correct homes?"  Say, 

"Organization at a zoo is VERY important.  Writers know about ORGANIZATION, too.  They know  that if they 

ORGANIZE their story, it will be easier for their audience to read and understand.  Writers who u se write interesting 

beginnings, just right endings to their stories, and make sure their story is sequenced,  are paying attention to their 

story's ORGANIZATION." 

 

Uncover the ORGANIZATION cell on the SMARTboard file.  Quickly read the three  cue words located in the 

ORGANIZATION bo x/cell( beginning, sequencing, ending_   Share that we will learn more about ORGANIZATION in 

the days to come.  
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Writerçs Workshop Unit 
Organization

 

Organizing Text 

on a Page:  

 

Top to Bottom  

Gather students at the carpet for the  read aloud.  

Say, "I'm going to write a story today, and I want you to pay close att ention to where I start on my page."  

Write a short story, making sure that you clearly start at the TOP of the page.  

When finished, ask students to show you where you started writing on the page.  

Ask,  

Ǐ did I start at the bottom  

Ǐ did I start in the middle  

Say, "You are right!   I started writing at the TOP of the page!"  

Hold up both the green and the red stickers.  

Ask, "Which sticker should we put at the top of the page to show where I started my writing?  

Say, "Yes, let's use the green ð green means start/go/b egin."  

Have a student volunteer put the green sticker at the TOP of the page.  

Now ask students to show you where you stopped writing on the page.  

Ask,  

Ǐ did I stop at the top  

Ǐ did I stop at the middle  

Say, "You are right;  I stopped at the bottom of the page. " 

 

Hold up both a green and red sticker.  

Ask, "Which sticker should we put at the bottom of the page to show where I stopped my writing?"  

Say, "Yes, let's use the red - - red means stop/end."  

Have a student volunteer put the red sticker at the BOTTOM of th e page.  

  

EXTENSIONS - - you may...  

1. read Red Light, Green Light  by Anastasia Suen   

2. play a game of "red light, green light"   to reiterate the red means stop and green means go  

 

Remind students that good writer's write from TOP to BOTTOM on a page.  

 

Dismiss for Writer's Workshop.  

 

Red Light, Green Light  

by Gail Gibbons  
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Writerçs Workshop Unit 
Organization

 

Organizing Text 

on a Page:  

 

Left to Right  

Gather students at the carpet for a read aloud.  

 

Say, "I'm going to write a story today, and I want you to pay close attention to where I start on my page."  

 

Write a short story - - making su re that you clearly start on the LEFT side of the page.  

When finished, ask students to show you where you started writing on the page.  

Ask,  

Ǐ did I start in the middle [point to middle]  

Ǐ did I start on the left hand side [point to left hand side of page]  

 

Say, "You are right!   I started writing on the LEFT hand side of the page!" [point to left hand side of page]  

Hold up both the green and the red stickers.  

Ask, "Which sticker should we put on the LEFT hand side of the page to show where I started my writing?  

Say, "Yes, let's use the green - - green means start/go/begin."  

 

Have a student volunteer put the green sticker at the TOP of the page.  

Now ask students to show you which direction you wrote after you started on the LEFT hand side of the page.  

Ask,  

Ǐ did I  start writing downwards (motion with hands)  

Ǐ did I start writing upwards (motion with hands)  

Say, "You are right, I wrote across the page - towards the RIGHT side of the page!"  

 

Hold up both a green and red sticker.  

Ask, "Which sticker should we put on the  RIGHT side of the page to show where I continued writing after I 

started?"  

Say, "Yes, let's use the red - - red means stop/end."  

Have a student volunteer put the red sticker at the RIGHT hand side of the page.  

 

Remind students that good writer's start on the left hand side of the page and continue writing to the right.  

Dismiss for Writer's Workshop. 

 
Red Light, Green Light  

by M argaret Wise Brown  
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Writerçs Workshop Unit 
Organization

 

Organizing Text 

on a Page:  

 

Road Maps  

Review the ANCHOR CHART that has been started.     

Ǐ Discuss the importance of sitting at the carpet.  

Ǐ Discuss the importance of watching and listening with our eyes, ears, hands, feet, and voices.  

Ǐ Discuss the importance of helping o ther writers when they need help.  

Ǐ Discuss the importance of sitting with and having writing buddies/partners.  

Ǐ Discuss the importance of writing the code date on our stories.  

Ǐ Discuss the importance of illustrating our stories.  

Share with students how proud you are of their illustrations.  

Say, "I've enjoyed seeing your stories.    Your illustrations are getting better and better each day."  

Say, "Today I'd like to read a book to you about a toad.   In this book, Toad has a house, but needs a road for it."  

Say, "The book will help us, and after we read the book, I'll tell you how it will help us become better writers."   

Read Toad Makes a Road  by Phil Roxbee.  

 

After reading discuss...   

Ǐ what was Toad's problem  

Ǐ what did he do to solve the problem  

Ǐ did his solution wor k 

Ǐ why are roads important  

Say, "Toad made a road for people and vehicles to travel on so that they could get to his home."  

Say, "Today, we are going to learn how to make roads, but they will be a different kind of road.   They are road maps."  

Ask students t o watch you as you share your story.    

Draw your illustration - - talk out loud as you do.  

When finished, ask the class what should be done next. {add the written words}  

Say, "Now normally I or another adult helper would come and help you by "adult writing " your words for you."  

Share that, "Today, I would like you to try something new.   I would like you to draw a road map for your "Kidwriting."  

Demonstrate how to draw a road map for words by using your journal entry for the day.  

Road Maps:  

1. Say the words out  loud.   [ie - "I like frogs."] 

2. Say the words out loud and put one finger up for each word said. [ i.e. - "I (1) like (2) frogs (3)."]  

3. Count the number of fingers that are up. ["three"]  

4. Say the words out loud and draw three lines. [ i.e. "I" ___ "like" ______ "frogs" _______.] 

5. Say the words one at a time, and spell [write] them.   [use abc chart to help with letter ID/formation/sounds]  

6. Re-read your sentence.  

7. Stop your sentence with punctuation.   

Say, "Now normally I or another adult helper would come and help y ou by "adult writing" your words for you."  

Share that, "Today, I would like you to try something new.   I would like you to draw a road map for your "Kidwriting."  

Continue the previously started ANCHOR CHART for "Writer's Workshop" routine.   

Add information and a picture about the day's lesson.   

Dismiss students for Writer's Workshop.  

 
Toad Makes a Road   

by Phil Roxbee  

 

 
Toad on the Road   

by Susan Scha de  

 

 
Road Hog   

by Barbara Shook Hazen  

 

 
Road Builders   

by B.G. Hennessey  

 

 
New Road  

 by Gail Gibbons  
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Writerçs Workshop Unit 
Organization

 

Finger Spaces  

(#1 of 5)  

Gather students around the carpet area.  

Ask, "Class, I wonder what our classroom would be like if we added Mr./Mrs. ______'s class to ours."  

 

Discuss possibilities... 

Ǐ we'd have fun  

Ǐ we'd have to share  

Ǐ there'd be a lot of kids i n here  

Ǐ we wouldn't be able to fit  

Say, "I think you are all right, it might be fun at first, but in the end, we'd be too crowded."  

         "The space in our room wouldn't be enough room for two classes of students!"  

         "We'd soon realize that it won 't work to have a room full of crowded kids!"  

         "If we had two classes of children, we wouldn't have enough space to move around and work."  

Ask, "Do you enjoy having a nice classroom such as ours and having nice space to move around in?"  

 

Allow time  for a brief discussion about needing space to move and work in.  

Say, "Well today, I'd like to read a book to you about not enough space and being too crowded."  

 

Select one of the books to read {or choose another book about overcrowding}  

Facilitate discuss ion about how and why the characters were overcrowded.  

Say, "You know, this book (hold book up) reminds me about my writing!"  

         "You see, sometimes, if I am in a hurry, the letters and words in my writing get overcrowded."  

         "I was looking at  the story I wrote this morning."  

Show students the story.  

Say, "I'm going to read this story and I'd like you to tell me if I crowded my letters/words anywhere."  

 

Read the pre -written story.   Guide students as they locate overcrowded letters and words.  

Note overcrowding with a post it note or highlighter tape.  

 

Say, "You are very good at noticing those problems."  

          "I did overcrowd my letters and words in those places.   Good job finding them!"  

Ask, "How could I fix these problems?"  

At this point ju st discuss how it might be possible to fix the problem.  

 

Conclude that spaces should be put between letters and words.   

Say, "We will continue learning about crowded letters and words tomorrow."  

 

Dismiss students for Writer's Workshop.  

 
 No Room to Swing a Cat  

by Ralph Steadman  

A Crowded Ride in the 

Countryside   

by Frank B. Edwards  

The Kid with Too Many Pets  

by Harland Williams  

 Too Many Chickens   

by Paulette Bourgeoi s 
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Writerçs Workshop Unit 
Organization

 

Finger Spaces  

(#2 of 5)  

Gather students aroun d the carpet area.  

 

Tell students that today's book will help us all to become better writers.  

 

Read Not Enough Room  by Joanne Rocklin.  

Facilitate discussion about how the characters were overcrowded in their room.  

 

Discuss how they tried to solve their pr oblem.  

Say, "Yesterday, we began learning about overcrowding our letters and words."  

        "Sometimes if I am in a hurry, the letters and words in my writing get overcrowded."  

 

Show the class the pre -written story from the previous mini lesson.  

Say, "I have a problem with my story."  

Point to the overcrowded letters and words noted with highlighter tape or post it notes.  

Ask, "How can I fix my problem of overcrowded letters and words?"  

 

Remind students that spaces should be put between letters and words.  

 

Allow for conversation about fixing the problem.  

 

Say, "I could try to do those things now, but it is very hard to fix the problem once I've already written my words."  

Ask, "Should I try to remember  next time that words and letters need spaces between them ." 

Say, "Yes, I should try to remember that every time I write a letter and word - - they do need spaces."  

 

Conclude that spaces should be put between letters and words.   

 

Dismiss students for Writer's Workshop.  

Not Enough Room   

by Joanne Rocklin  
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Writerçs Workshop Unit 
Organization

 

Finger Spaces  

(#3 of 5)  

Gather students around the carpet area.  

Tell students that today's book will help us all to become better writers.  

Read Spaghetti and Meatballs for All  by Marylyn Burns.  

Ask, "What was this book about?"  

Say, "Yes, it was about spaghetti and meatballs!"  

        "When I read this book, I had an idea that would helps us to become better writers."  

Ask, "Do you think that the SIZE of the spaces between words is the same  as the SIZE of the spaces between 

letters?"  

Allow for student speculation.  

Say, "Well today you are going to be detectives.  You are going to work with SPAGHETTI & MEATBALLS to decide if 

the SIZE of the spaces are the same or different."  

 

Divide students into partnershi ps or teams.  

Distribute the SPAGHETTI and MEATBALLS and BIG BOOKS. 

Ǐ pipe cleaners  = spaghetti noodles   

Ǐ pom pons  = meatballs   

Ǐ big books should be familiar text for the children   

Demonstrate how to find spaghetti noodle SIZE spaces and how to find meatball SIZE spaces between 

words/letters.  

Allow student partnerships to investigate.  

When finished, gather as a class and discuss th e differences between spaces between words and letters.  

Conclude that:  

Ǐ letters are separated by spaghetti noodle SIZE spaces   

Ǐ words are separated by meatball SIZE spaces   

Remind students that spaces should be put between letters and words.  

Ask, "Should we try to remember  next time that words and letters need spaces between them."  

Say, "Yes, we should try to remember that every time we write a letter and word - - they do need spaces."  

 

Conclude that spaces should be put between letters and words.   

Dismiss students for Writer's Workshop.   

  

Spaghetti and  

Meatballs for All   

by Marylyn Burns 

http://www.kelvin.com/Images/acpa_images/acpa_420504.gif
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Writerçs Workshop Unit 
Organization

 

Finger Spaces  

(#4 of 5)  

Gather students around the carpet area.  

 

Read I Love to Finger Paint  by Lipsey Edwards.  

Ask, "What was this book about?"  

Say, "Yes, it was about finger painting!"  

Say, "When I read this book, I had an idea that would helps us to become better writers."  

Say, "Yesterday, we used pipe cleaners  and pretended that they  were spaghetti noodles."  

Say, "We thought that the spaghetti noodles were perfect for showing the SIZE of the spaces between letters."  

 

Demonstrate using pipe cleaners  [spaghetti noo dle] and a page on a BIG book.  

Say, "Yesterday, we used pom pons  and pretended that they were meatballs .  We thought that the meatballs 

were perfect for showing the SIZE of the spaces between word s." 

 

Demonstrate using pom pons  [meatball] and a page on a BIG book  

Say, "We KNOW that it is important to leave the right size spaces between words and letters."  

 

Ask, "But, do you think that it w ould be a good idea to always use spaghetti and meatballs as our measuring 

tools?   Do you think that when I write, I should use these tools [hold them up] to help me measure the spaces I 

need?"  

 

Demonstrate how silly this would look and be.  

Ask, "Why not?"  

Say, "Well, when we read this book today, about finger painting, it gave me an idea!"  

Say, "I was thinking that we could use our fingers for spaces between words."  

Ask, "Do you think that your finger would be a good size meatball space?"  

Ask, "Could our f ingers help us with spaces between words?"  

 

Demonstrate how to write a journal entry leaving good SIZE spaces between words, using finger spaces.  

Remind students that spaces should be put between letters and words.  

Dismiss students for Writer's Workshop.  

I 

Love to Finger Paint ! by 

Lipsey Edwards   

 

 

 

I 

Can Fingerpaint  by 

Usborne Playtime  

 

http://www.kelvin.com/Images/acpa_images/acpa_420504.gif
http://www.kelvin.com/Images/acpa_images/acpa_420504.gif
http://www.chenillekraft.com/images/A11.jpg
http://www.chenillekraft.com/images/A11.jpg


Created and Written by Jessica Meacham at www.jmeacham.com.  

© 2003 ð 2011 

 
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by -nc -sa/3.0/  

 

Writerçs Workshop Unit 
Organization

 

Finger Spaces  

(#5 of 5)  

Gather students around the carpet area.  

 

Tell students that today's book will help us all to become better writers.  

 

Read a book  about as tronauts.  

Ask, "What was this book about?"  

Say, "Yes, it was about astronauts!"  

 

Say, "When I read this book, I had an idea that would help us to become better writers.  Yesterday I was thinking 

that we could use our pointer fingers as a tool.  I think tha t fingers are a good tool to use, but today I thought of a 

different tool we could use.  We are going to make Space Pals, and our Space Pals will help us to leave good 

spaces between our words."  

 

Distribute Supplies:  

Ǐ Jumbo Craft Sticks and Spaceman Labels  from Sandy Elasser - about 3/4 of the way down the page!   

Ǐ "Look at Me " craft sticks from Oriental Trading and markers or  other craft supplies for decorating the 

stick.  

 

Allow students time to create their Space Pals.  

 

Remind students that spaces should be put betwe en letters and words.  

 

Conclude that when we leave spaces between words, a good tool to use is our pointer finger or Space Pal.  

 

Dismiss students for Writer's Workshop.   

 
Man on the Moon  by 

Anastasia Suen  

 

 
I Want to Be an Astronaut  

by Byron Barton  

 

 
Astronauts  by Tami 

Deedrick  

 

 
I Am An Astronaut  by 

Cynthia Benjamin  

 

http://www.sewwhat4ucorp.com/teacherresources2004.htm
http://www.orientaltrading.com/application?namespace=browse&origin=searchMain.jsp&event=link.itemDetails&demandPrefix=12&sku=57/1031&mode=Searching&erec=2&D=craft%2Bsticks&Ntt=craft%2Bsticks&Ntk=all&Dx=mode%252bmatchallpartial&Ntx=mode%252bmatchallpartial&N=0&sd=LOOK+ITS+ME%21+SHAPED+CRAFT+STICKS-+24+PC
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Writerçs Workshop Unit 
Organization

 

Titles Match the 

Story 

 

Display The Very Hungry Caterpillar  by Eric Carle; however, cover the title of the book.  

 

Ask the ch ildren what the book was about.  

 

Challenge them to recall the title of the book.  

 

Reveal the title of the book, to check if their guess was correct.  

 

Ask the children why they think the author choose to name the book (write a title for it)?  

 

Ask them if th ey think that this title, The Very Hungry Caterpillar , is a good title for the book.   Why?   Why not?  

 

Share with the class that when authors are deciding what to name their book, they make sure that the title 

matches the story.  

 

Ask the class if Eric Carle  did a good job of matching his title to his story.  

 

Challenge them to brainstorm several other possible titles for the book.    

 

Encourage the class to add a title to their stories.  

 

Remind them that titles "match" the story - - they give clues about what the story is about.  

 

Dismiss for Writer's Workshop.    

The Very Hungry 

Caterpillar  

by Eric Carle  
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Writerçs Workshop Unit 
Organization

 

Titles Give 

Clues About 

What a Story 

Will Be About  

 

Display Denise Fleming's books, In the Small, Small Pond  and In the Tall, Tall Grass - - with titles covered.  

 

Ask the children what the books are a bout (must have previously read them).  

 

Challenge them to recall the titles of the books.  

 

Reveal the titles of the books, to check if their guesses were correct.  

 

Ask the children why they think the author choose to name the books (write a title for it)?  

 

Share with students that authors name their books (write titles) so that we know what the story is called.  

 

Share with students that titles give a clue as to what the book will be about.   

 

Ask them if they think that this title, In the Small, Small Pond , is a good title for the book.   Why?   Why not?  

 

Ask them if they think that this title, In the Tall, Tall Grass, is a good title for the book.   Why?   Why not?  

 

Share with the class that when authors are deciding what to name their book, they make sure that the title 

matches the story.  

 

Ask the class if Denise Fleming did a good job of matching her titles to her stories.  

 

Challenge the class to brainstorm several other possible titles for the books.    

 

Encourage the class to add a title to their stories.  

 

Remind them that titles "match" the story - - they give clues about what the story is about.  

 

Dismiss for Writer's Workshop.    

 
In the Sm all, Small Pond   

by Denise Fleming  

 

 

 

In the Tall, Tall Grass  

by Denise Fleming  
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Writerçs Workshop Unit 
Organization

 

Identifying Why 

a Story is Titled 

the Way it Is  

 

Gather several BIG BOOKS (already been read) and display them.  

 

Tell the children that they will be working in partnerships.  

 

Challenge the partners to find one story (from t he BIG BOOKS) to share with the class.   Their goal is to find a book 

that has a title that matches the books story.   They must be prepared to share how the title matches the story.  

 

Allow time for partners to work.  

 

Gather as a class, and allow groups to s hare their BIG Book find - - name of book and why it's a good title . 

 

Encourage the class to add a title to their stories.  

 

Remind them that titles "match" the story - - they give clues about what the story is about.    

 

Dismiss for Writer's Workshop.   
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Writerçs Workshop Unit 
Organization

 

Where Do Titles 

Come From?  

 

(#1 of 2)  

 

Gather the clas s around  the carpet.  

 

Display a few pre -selected picture books.  Make sure the book titles of each book are COVERED.  Lead the class 

in a discussion that will help them to d istinguish between titling a story and labeling a story.  Titles reveal what the 

bo ok will be about or what we will find in the story.  Labels are not as descriptive or interesting.  They simply label 

the story by naming its topic (what it is about).   

 

Say, òLetõs play a game.  Iõm going to put two options above each book.  Your job as a class is to decide which 

option is the title of the book and which one is more like a label.ó   

 

Above each displayed book, post two possible options.  Guide the students as they discuss the differences 

between each option.  It might be helpful to read t he book.  This lesson could stretch out over several days (one 

day for each book you have displayed).  

Bad Kitty  Home  
The Jacket I  
Wear in the 

Snow  

The Day I Got 
Dirty  

Get Out of Bed!  

Kitty  Cactus Hotel  My Jacket  Mud Puddle  My Bed  

     

Encourage students to choose titles for their books that are not simply a label, but rather a title that will get their 

readers interested in the book and tell something about the story.  

 

Dismiss for writerõs workshop. 
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Writerçs Workshop Unit 
Organization

 

Where Do Titles 

Come From?  

 

(#2 of 2)  

 

Gather the class around  the carpet.  

 

Display the picture books  you worked with for lesson #1 of òWhere Do Titles Come From.ó  Review  the difference between labeling a story 

and titling it.  Titles reveal what the book will be about or what we will find in the story.  Labels are not as descriptive or interesting.  They simply 

label the story by naming it s topic (what it is about).   

 

Say, òToday we are going to talk about different ways that authors title their stories.  Iõve put up three categories for us, and as we read each 

book, letõs decide where the title came from: (1) character name, (2) words in story, or (3) place in story.  There could be other ways the 

author decided to title the book, and if we find any we will add other columns as needed.ó   

 

Begin with one book.  If youõve already read the book, it can be read again.  Againéthis lesson could stretch over several days (one day for 

each book you have displayed).  Another option is to combine this lesson with the  previous lesson and do one book per day, but discuss 

labels/titles in conjunction with the origin of the bookõs title.   

 

Bad Kitty  Ca ctus Hotel  
The Jacket I  
Wear in the 

Snow  
Mud Puddle  Get Out of Bed!  

 
    

Ǐ Names of Characters  

Ǐ Words from the Story  

Ǐ A Place in the Story  

Ǐ Names of Characters  

Ǐ Words from th e Story  

Ǐ A Place in the Story   

Ǐ Names of Characters  

Ǐ Words from the Story  

Ǐ A Place in the Story   

Ǐ Names of Characters  

Ǐ Words from the Story  

Ǐ A Place in the Story  

Ǐ Names of Characters  

Ǐ Words from the Story  

Ǐ A Place in the Story  

Encourage students to choose titles  for their books that are not simply a label, but rather a title that will get their readers interested in the 

book and tell something about the story.  

 

Dismiss for writerõs workshop. 
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Writerçs Workshop Unit 
Organization

 

Deciding on a 

Title for Our 

Stories 

 

Display a story you've previously written - - one without a title.  

 

Re-read the story to the class.  

 

Ask the class what could be added to the top of the story to make it even better for the reader.  

 

Divide the class into four groups.    

 

Give them a copy of your story.  

 

Challenge the groups to come up with a title for the story.  

 

Remind them that stories have titles, and that the titles must "match" the story.  

 

Allow time for the groups to work.  

 

Regroup and allow each group to share their title.  

 

Display the titles on the board/wall/chalkboard/whiteboard/etc.  

 

Encourage the class to add a title to their stories.   Remind them that t itles reveal what the book will be about or 

what we will find in the story.   Labels are not as descriptive or interesting.  They simply label the story by naming its 

topic (what it is about).   

 

Remind them that titles "match" the story - - they give clues about what the story is about.    

 

Dismiss for Writer's Workshop. 
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Writerçs Workshop Unit 
Organization

 

Defining the 

word 

òSequenceó 

 

(#1 of 2)  

Gather the class around the carpet.   

 

Ask, òWhat happens when it is time for lunch?ó 

        òWhat do I have all of you do so that we are read for the lunch line?ó 

        òWhy do we have to get in ôLunch Line Orderõ for lunch?ó 

        òWhat is ôLunch Line Orderõ? 

 

Have the class get into ôLunch Line Orderõ and discuss what it means to be IN ORDER.   

 

Ask, òWhat would happen if we changed the order on Ms. Gonzales?ó   

Conclude that changing the order wouldnõt make sense.  Ms. Gonzales would be confused.  She wouldnõt 

understand what was happening  because we (the students) would be mixed up and not in the correct order . 

 

Say, òWriters have a special  word for ôCORRECT ORDERõ - - itõs called sequence .  We will continue to talk about 

sequence and sequencing because as writers we want to be sure that when we write/tell our stories, we tell 

them in the correct order (sequence).  We wa nt our readers/listeners to understand our story.ó 

 

Encourage students to begin thinking about what ideas they will share in their story today , and to try to write 

them in the order that they happened.  

 

Dismiss for Writerõs Workshop. 
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Writerçs Workshop Unit 
Organization 

 

Defining the 

wor d 

òSequenceó 

 

(#2 of 2)  

Gather the class around the pocket chart.   

 

Distribute ABC picture w/ letter cards.  

Have the class work as a team to assemble the ABCs in order by placing the cards in the pocket chart.  

 

Once they have finished select one student t o lead the class (with a pointer) in signing the ABC song.  

 

Ask, òWhat would happen if we mixed up the letters, invited the preschoolers to our room so we could perform 

the song for them, and then t ried singing the song again, while reading the cards?ó 

 

Conclude that changing the order wouldnõt make sense.  The preschoolers  would be confused.  They wouldnõt 

understand what was happening because the letters would be mixed up and not in the correct order.  

 

Say, òThere is a special word for ôCORRECT ORDERõ - - itõs called sequence .ó 

 

Write the word SEQUENCE across the top of a piece of chart paper.   

You will use this chart in a subsequent mini lesson on sequence words.  

 

Say, òWe will continue to talk about sequence and sequencing because as writers we want to be sure that when 

we write/tell our stories, we tell them in the correct order (sequence).  We want our readers/listeners to 

understand our story.ó 

 

Encourage students to begin thinking about what ideas they will share in their story today and to try to wr ite them 

in the order that they happened.  

 

Dismiss for Writerõs Workshop. 
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Writerçs Workshop Unit 
Organization

 

Sequencing :  

Putting it in 

Order  

 

Prior to the lesson, take a book (well -known) apart and reconstruct the book so that the pages are out of order.   

 

Gather students around the carpet and begin reading th e book.  When confusion erupts, (feel free to laugh 

when it happens, it WILL be funny!), ask the class whatõs wrong.   

 

Display the chart (unfinished) that has the word òSequenceó at the top of it. 

Ask the class to read the word and tell you what they know  about the word (what it means).  

Ǐ It means that something is in order  

Ǐ It means that it makes sense and is in order  

 

Ask the class why it is important for stories to be told in the correct order.  

 

Take the book apart and have students help you sequence the p ages so they are in the correct order.  

 

Read the book.  

 

Encourage students to begin thinking about what ideas they will share in their story today and to try to write them 

in the order that they happened.  

 

Dismiss for Writerõs Workshop. 

 
The Three Bears 

by Paul Galdone  
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Writerçs Workshop Unit 
Organization

 

Sequencing :  

(Shared Writing)  

Class Book  

 

Gather around the carpet.  

 

Display the chart (unfinished) that has the word òSequenceó at the top of it. 

Ask the class to read the word and tell you what they know about the word (what it means).  

Ǐ It means that something is in order  

Ǐ It means that it makes sense and is in order  

 

Ask the class why it is important for stories to be told in the correct order.  

 

Read Alp habet City  by Stephen Johnson.  

 

Share with students that we will be making a book very similar to Stephen Johnsonõs book.  It will be an ABC book 

and it will have pictures of letters in it.  The pictures will come from letters we find at school and at home .   

 

Show the class the disposable cameras.  Share that they will each take a camera home for three days.  Their job 

is to look around their home and find objects that look like letters, similar to what Stephen Johnson did.  

 

Once the pictures are developed , have the class work collaboratively to write captions and assemble the book 

in Sequential Order .  Bind the book and add it to the class library.   

 
Another resource is Environmental Alphabet  by the Rockdale District in Georgia:  

http://www.rockdale.k12.ga.us/personal/mholbrook/dig_photos/Environmental%20Alphabet/Forms/AllItems.aspx  

 

Other Alphabet in Pictures  Resources:  

Ǐ http://www.butterflyalphabet.com/posters/images/4.jpg  

Ǐ http://ourlittleacre.blogspot.com/2008/01/natures -alphabet.html  

Ǐ http://www.pbase.com/topics/emcnally/alphabet_in_nature  

Ǐ Discovering Natureõs Alphabet by Krystina Castella  

Ǐ ABCs Naturally  by Lynne Smith Diebel  

Ǐ The Butterfly Alphabet  by Kjell B Sandved  

 
Alphabet City  

by Stephen Johnson  

http://www.rockdale.k12.ga.us/personal/mholbrook/dig_photos/Environmental%20Alphabet/Forms/AllItems.aspx
http://www.butterflyalphabet.com/posters/images/4.jpg
http://ourlittleacre.blogspot.com/2008/01/natures-alphabet.html
http://www.pbase.com/topics/emcnally/alphabet_in_nature
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Writerçs Workshop Unit 
Organization

 

Sequence 

Words 

(ongoing):  

1. Orally Using 

Sequencing 

Words 

2. Making a 

Collection 

Chart of 

Sequencing 

Words 

3. Beginning to 

Recogniz e 

Sequencing 

Words in 

Texts we 

Hear and 

Read  

4. Beginning to 

Use 

Sequencing 

Words in our 

Own Writing  

 

Prior to the lesson, sort sequencing pieces into sets and store each set in its own zipper bag.   

 

Gather the class around the pocket chart and divide them i nto groups and give each group a plastic baggie.  

Explain that they will work as a team to put the pictures (pieces) in order from first to last.  

 

Once all groups have finished have one group at a time display their pieces (in order) in the pocket chart.  

Have each group tell òthe storyó of their picture pieces.   

IF the group used SEQUENCE WORDS write the words they used on the òSequence Wordsó collection chart. 

Donõt mention what you are doing, just do it, as it will be explained and talked about later on in the lesson.  

 

Possible Sequence Wordsé 

next  then  after  after that  afterwards  later  

once that was done,  once we finished  when that was over  at 2:00  in social studies  during math time,  

first second  third  last following  finally  

 

After all groups have had a chance to go, draw the classõ attention to the òSequence Wordsó collection chart. 

Explain that when storytellers/writers/authors tell a story, they often use sequence words.  

 

Share that s equence words are special words that help the story move along.  Th ey help the author tell the story 

in the order that it happened.  Congratulate the groups that used sequence words .  

 

Encourage students to begin using sequence words  in their own stories.  

 

Dismiss for Writerõs Workshop. 

 

IN THE FUTURE: 

Ǐ as you give directi ons, and use sequence words,  point to the word on the collection chart as you say it  

Ǐ as students share stories with sequence words¸ point to the collection chart as they are shared  

Ǐ as new sequence words  are discovered during math/reading/writing/science/et c., add them to the chart  

 

Sequencing Cards:  

Ǐ 3-Scene  

Ǐ 4-Scene  

Ǐ 5-Scene  

Ǐ 6-Scene  

 


