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Notebooks and Journals

Mini Lesson |Lesson Summary Materials

Your Notebook | Have students sit around the carpet area.

Belongs to You | share with students that everyday, they will participate in something called Writer's Workshop.
Share, that during Writer's Workshop, they will be drawing and writing stories.

Say, "Today I'm going to give you a special notebook.

This notebook is where we will do our writing and drawing."

Distribute notebooks.

Tell students to keep the notebook on the ground in front of them.

Hands are not to be touching it.

Say, "When | say 'bananarama’ [or some other signal word], | want you to look inside of the notebook." Labels
Allow students to look inside of the notebook.

Call students to attention and ask them to put the notebooks back on the ground in front of them. =
Ask, "What did you notice/see?" A
Allow time for students to share.

Ask, "Did anyone find their name in or on the notebook?" e

Say, "Well that's a problem; these notebooks are YOURS; we'll need to know which one belongs to you!"

Show student the name labels that you've already preprogrammed with nhames [printer or marker].

Model how to put the label on the front of the notebook [near the top]. Sharpie

Ask students to return their notebook to you after they have put their name label on it.
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Notebooks and Journals

Mini Lesson |Lesson Summary

Your Notebook Have students sit around the carpet area.
Has a Home Share with students that everyday, they will participate in something called Writer's Workshop.
Say, "Yesterday you received a notebook that belongs to you. You put your name on that notebook."
Share with students that they will use their special notebooks every day.
Tell students that today they will listen to a book that will help us when we are using the notebooks.
Read a book about homes or houses. [there are several suggestions to the right] PV
Discuss the book as it fits your needs: by Anold Lobel
A what was the book about
A why do we have homes
A what does your home look like
A do all homes look alike

A what would be a good home for our Writer's Workshop notebooks The Little House
Tell students that it will be their job to get their notebook every day, and to put it back in its home. by’\j','f'i"a Lee Burion
Show students where the Writer's Workshop notebooks are housed. for HermiCrab

Share with students why the Writer's Workshop notebooks are housed there.
Ask, "How do you suppose we should take the notebooks out?"
Ask, "How do you suppose we should put the notebooks back?"
Demonstrate how to locate notebooks and how to put them back correctly.
Allow students time to practice.
A At the beginning of the year, my class housed their notebooks on a shelf.
A At the end of the year, each writing buddy had a drawer for their notebooks and mini offices.
A For your purposes - - just decide what will work for your class.
A 1find that it's OK to switch the "plan" at any point in the year. Students adjust nicely!
Remind students that it will be their job to get their notebook every day, and to put it back in its home.
Establish any other expectations/rules:
A which notebooks students are allowed to retrieve [their own or their own and a friends]
A how students carry the notebooks to their work spots
A how students place the notebooks at their work spots
Remind students that it will be their job to get their notebook every day, and to put it back in its home.

Sunflower ngse
by Eve Bunting

WYROMN.
Building a House
by Bryon Barton

Created and Written by Jessica Meacham at www.jmeacham.com.
© 2003 8 2011

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/




Wr |

Notebooks and Journals

ter ¢c¥nitWor ks ho

Mini Lesson |Lesson Summary Materials
Your Notebook Have students sit around the carpet area. ey
Has Parts Share with students that everyday, they will participate in something called Writer's Workshop. & H\‘
Say, "Yesterday you received a notebook that belongs to you. You put your name on that notebook." -f’\fg'n’»
;\I(”)TE_: The Share with students that they will use their special notebooks every day. .
ollowing :

lessons could
be covered in
several days.

Tell students that today they will listen to a book that will help us when we are using the notebooks.
Read a book about body parts. [there are several suggestions to the right]
Discuss the book as it fits your needs:
I body part names
I body part functions
I using body parts correctly
I using body parts incorrectly
Hold up a Writer's Workshop notebook.
Ask students to tell you about the notebook.
Facilitate discussion:
I it's a notebook
I itis (color)
I itis for writing
I itis big/small/thin/fat
I it has pages, etc.
Say, "You are right! This notebook does have and is
Say, "There are other things that we need to know about this notebook. Today, we will talk about those things!"

The Front, The Back, The Spine, And The Paper
Ask students how they know the difference between the front and the back.
Ask students to put their picture (label or paper) on the front cover, in the middle of the cover.
Ask students to share what they know about our spinal cord.
Discuss the similarities/differences between our spinal cord and a notebook’s spine.
Discuss how paper is made.
Discuss the purpose of paper. Etc.

Here are My Hands
by Margin & Archambault
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Me & My Amazing Body

Inside Your Outside
by Rabe
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Ndebooks and Journals

Mini Lesson |Lesson Summary Materials
Your Notebook Turning Pages |
Has Parts Ask students how book pages should be turned.

NOTE: The D!scuss the benefits qf turning pgges carefully.

following Discuss the repercussions of turning pages carelessly.

lessons could Ask students to practice turning pages.

be covered in

Use a musical instrument to cue them to turn a page.
several days.

End of this Book
by Jon Stone

First And Last Page :
Ask students how they know the difference between the first and last page. :ﬁ' ENRY/
Ask students to turn to the first page. g
Distribute name plates and have students write their FIRST name on the first page.
Ask students to turn to the last page.
Distribute name plates and have students write their LAST name on the last page. Henry the Fourth
Ask students to put a green dot sticker on the first page. by SwartMurphy
Ask students to put a red dot sticker on the last page.

Left And Right Page
Tell students that you want them to find the next double-page spread.
Have students put both hands on the pages (one hand on each).
Share with students that one hand is called the left hand, and the other is called the right hand.
Tell students that they should trace their right hand onto the right hand page [model this process].
Assist as necessary.
Tell students that they should trace their left hand onto the left hand page [model this process]. Left Hand, Right Hand
Assist as necessary. by Janet Allson Erown
Label each hand with an "L" for left and and "R" for right.
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Notebooks and Journals

Mini Lesson |Lesson Summary Materials

Your Notebook | Top And Bottom Of Page e
Has Parts Tell students that you want them to find the next double-page spread.

NOTE: The Ask students to use their paintbrush/pencil/popsicle stick/etc and to point to the top, bottom on cue.
following Practice pointing to the top and bottom of their bodies (head, feet = top, bottom).
lessons could Practice pointing to the top and bottom of their papers.

be covered in

Ask students to draw a picture of their house.
several days.

Ask students to add a sun and clouds on the top, and grass and flowers on the bottom.

Double Page Spread

Ask students how they know the difference between a single cheeseburger and a double cheeseburger.
Ask students how they know the difference between a single page and a double-page spread.

Ask students to find the first page in their notebook.

Tell students that you want them to find the next page (a double-page spread). o=
Have students put both hands on the pages (one hand on each). Double The Ducks
Tell students that they have their hands on a "double-page" spread. By Stuart 3. Murphy
Tell students that every day, they will open their notebooks to a new "double-page" spread.
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Additional Resources about Journals:

By Doreen Cronin * Pictures by Harry Bliss By Doreen Cronin « Pictures by Harry Bliss By Doreen Cronin + Pictures by Harry Bliss
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