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Letter Writing

Mini Lesson |Lesson Summary Materials
What Letters Have students sit at the carpet area.
Are Ask, "Do any of you have a dog at home?"

Say, "Lots of us have dogs, and I'm wondering something about your dogs...."
Ask, "Do your dogs write you notes?"
Allow children to answer (get sillies out).
Say, "Well the reason why | asked you about your dog writing, is because today's book is about a dog."
Say, "The dog in this book had to go away to obedience school.”
Ask, "Class does anyone know what it means to send your dog to 'Obedience School'?"
Allow students to speculate.
Say, "Well the dog in this book, IKE, was sent to obedience school." Deaers.I;a(l_zue
Say, "And IKE writes to his owner, Mrs. LaRue about what is happening at obedience sc hool.”
Say, "Let's read the book to learn more about IKE writing letters to Mrs. LaRue."
Read Dear Mrs. LaRue: Letters from Obedience School by Mark Teague.
After the read aloud, facilitate discussion:
I who was in this book
I why did Mrs. LaRue send IKE to ob edience school Doar. Mre. LaRue
I what did IKE do while he was in obedience school by Mark Teague
Discuss the letters that IKE wrote.
Show the letters that IKE wrote.
Ask, "Class, what is a 'letter'?"
Distinguish between the two definitions of letter:
I the word 'letter' can mean a letter of the alphabet
I the word 'letter' can mean a note that is written to someone
Ask, "What does the word 'letter' mean in the book we read today?"
Come to the conclusion that letters are notes that are written to other people.
Dismiss for Writer's Workshop.
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Have students sit at the carpet area.

Ask, "Have any of your parents asked you to 'go get the mail'?"
Allow for discussion (brief!).

Ask, "Who is the person called that delivers the mail to the mailboxes?"
Say, "Today's book is about a postman who delivers mail. Some of the mail he delivers are letters.”

Read The Jolly Postman by Janet and Allan Ahlberg.

Facilitate discussion;

what letters are

wha t do letters look like (date, heading, body, closing, signature)
who writes letters

why do people send letters

who receives letters
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Ask, "How do you think it feels to SEND a letter?"
"How do you think it feels to RECEIVE a letter?"

Ask, "Who can send letters in the mail? Who canyousenda letter to? Why might you write a
Come to the conclusion that anyone can write a postcard and mail it.

Encourage students to begin writing and giving/sending postcards while visiting the writing cent

Dismiss for Writer's Workshop.
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THE JOLLY POSTMAN

JANET & ALLAN AHLBERG

The Jolly Postman: or Other
People's Letters.

by Janet and Allan

Ahlberg
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Cord -urby Writes a Letter
By Alison Inches

| Wanna Ig uana
By Karen Kaufman Orloff
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Night Letters
By Palmyra LoMonaco
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Yours Truly, Goldilocks
By Alma Flor Ada

Dear Annie
By Judith Casely

Letter to the Lake
By Susan Marie Swanson
¢TheDove's Letter”

Written and dhstrated by Keith uu-.
The Dove's Letter
By Keith Baker
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Dear Santa Claus
By Alan Durant

First Year Letters
By Julie Danneberg

MESSAGES
IN THE MATLBOX

How toWrite a Letter

I\Essageg from the Mailbox
By Loreen Leedy

The Lon, Long Letter
By Elizabeth Spur

EILEEN CHIRISTELOW

Letters from a Desperate Dog
By Eileen Christelow

Mark Teagﬁe
Detective LaRue
By Mark Teague

N
Letter

Ken Wilson-.. Max

Max's Letter
By Ken iIson-Max
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Dear Peter Rabbit
By Alma Flor Ada

| (17 o] 4 Dot e Lttors et Sty iy s

Lots of Letters
By Tish Rabe
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Hello Mudah, Helo Faddah!

Meerkat Mail
By Emily Gravett

With Love, Little Red Hen
By Alma Flor Ada
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No Mail for Mitchell
By Catherine Siracusa



Other Letter -Writing Books for Primary Aged Children : (cont)
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LETTER Dear Mr.
Rlueberry
SIMON JAMES ¥
A Letter to Amy Dear Mr. Blueberry Dear Brother Fairy Tale Mail N
By Ezra Jack Keats By James Simon By Frank Asch By Rozanne Lanczak Williams

by Doreen Cronin

Other Letter -Writing Books for  Intermediate Aged Children

Lisa Doallmund
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