WritercdentWor ks ho

ldeas
Mini Lesson |Lesson Summary Materials
Introduce and Gather students at the meeting area. Using the SMARTboad Traits of Writing file, quickly review what's been
Define Ideas learned so far about each trait. As you review each trait that you've already begun teaching, uncover its cell on

the SMARTboard file.

IDEAS:deciding what you will write about and finding details
N wora 52 about your topic

Choice

l Organization

CONVENTIONS:using correct spelling, punctuation,
capitalization, and grammar

Sentence

f\«‘ﬂ Fluency WORD CHOICE: choosing and using words

ORGANIZATION: hooking your reader with an  interesting
@g ngme beginning, sequencing your story, and wrapping your story up

eg @@ with a just right ending

SENTENCE FLUENCYeginning sentences in different ways,
writing long/short sentences, and rereading your story to
check how it sounds

Conventions

TRAITS OF WRITING

VOICE: adding emoti on/feeling to your story

Share, "Today another trait will be introduced. It is the trait of IDEAS. When writers think carefully about what

details they could include in their story, they are working on the trait of IDEAS. When writers choose juicy details
to share the IDEAS in their story are strong. When writers choose a topic they know and care about, and focus

on writing details that matter to them, they are working on IDEAS.

Uncover the IDEAS cell on the SMARTboard file. Quickly read the two cue words located in the IDEAS
box/cell(topic and details), and share that we will learn more about IDEAS in the days to come.
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Everyone Has a | Gather students around  the carpet.
" -
Story To Tell Ask, "Has your mother or father ever told you a st"ory.
Ask, "Have you ever told someone else a story?
Say, "Today we will read a book about a mother who tells her little girl stories about when she was young."

Read Tell Me a Story, Mama by Angela Johnson.

Facilitate discussion...

I what stories did the mother tell
did the little girl want to hear stories
why did the little girl want to hear stories
did the mother enjoy sharing her stories

—_— —( —(

Say, "We all have stories. Every day we have stories that we can share."
Say, "Maybe some of you even share stories about your school day when you get home." TELL MEA?I"?SY&QMA
s by DNavid Soman

Ask, "What kinds of stories might you be able to share with us, your friends, your families, etc?"
I sports game

I school day & A A
N . Tell Me a Story, Mama

1 blrthd_ay party by Angela Johnson

| vacation

I carride

—_—

day at the park
day at the beach
new pet
new brother or sister
Say, "Yes! All of those are possible stories that you could share. Just like the little girl in this book, who loved to hear stories, w e
love to hear stories. Just like the mother in this book, who loved to tell stories, we love to tell stories. | KNOW you love to tell
stories because most of you come into the classroom in the morning ready to tell me a story! And | enjoy listening to those
stories!"
Come to the conclusion  that - -
T we all have stories to share
I we all enjoy sharing our stories with our friends and family
Dismiss for Writer's Workshop.

—_—C —( —(
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What is a Gather students around the carpet.
Treasure?

Ask, "Class, what is a treasure?"
Allow time for brief discussion...

I something pirates bury
something that you find with a map
something that is buried
something that is valuable
something that people look  for
Say, "Today's book is about a treasure."

—_—( —( —( —(

Read The Treasure by Uri Shulevitz.
Discuss- - The

I who was looking for a treasure TREASURE
where did he look Upri Shulevitz
what did he learn about the treasure
where did he find the treasure

—_— —( —(

Bring a heart box to the carpet area - - that contains something "near and dear" to your heart.

Say, "Class, | have a heart box here, and inside is something that | treasure very much."

Say, "Inside this heart box, is something that is very "near and dear" to my heart - - [hold hand over heart] ." The Treasure
Ask, What does it mean when | say... by Uri Shulevitz

I 'near and dear to my heart'

| ‘something that | treasure’

Say, "Before you go home today, | will give you a special heart bag.”

Say, "l want you to bring it home and find something to put into the bag.

Say, "It should be something that you treasure, something that is near and dear to your heart."

Say, "I'm going to write about my treasure tomorrow, and you will write about your treasure tomorrow."

Hold up the heart box.
Say, "Today, I'd like for you to try to wr  ite about something that is 'near and dear' to your own heart.”

Dismiss for Writer's Workshop.
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Identifying
Treasures and
Storing Them

Gather students around the carpet.

Ask, What does it mean when | say...
I 'near and dear to my heart'

I 'something that | treasure'

Read Small Treasures by Akimi Gibson.

Discuss- -
I what treasures were highlighted in this book

I where did the treasures get stored/put
Say, "I'm going to write about my treasure today, and you will write about your treasure t00." [hold up heart box]
Open the heart box to reveal the treasure.
Briefly share why the item is 'near and dear' to your he art - - why you treasure it.
Quickly write about your treasure.
Say, "Today, I'd like for you to try to write about what is 'near and dear' to your own heart."
Say, "You may use what you brought in your heart bag."

Dismiss for Writer's Workshop.

Small Treasures

Small Treasures
by Akimi Gibson
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Sharing Our Gather students around the carpet.
Treasures With
Others Ask, OWhat does it mean when | say... ? 6
I 'near and dear to my heart'
I 'something that| treasure'
Read Treasures of the Heart by Alice Ann Miller.
Discuss- -
I what treasures the boy collected/saved
I why the boy showed the treasures to his mother
Treasures of the H;ef;m by
Remind studen ts that they may write about things that they treasure. Alice Ann Miller
Model b y writing about a personal treasure of yours.
Say, "Today, I'd like for you to try to write about what is 'near and dear' to your own heart."
Dismiss for Writer's Workshop.

Created and Written by Jessica Meacham at www.jmeacham.com.
© 2003 8 2011

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by -nc -sa/3.0/




WritercdentWor ks ho

ldeas
Mini Lesson |Lesson Summary Materials
Searching For Gather students around the carpet.
What We
Treasure Ask, 0What does it mean when | say... ? 0
A\ 'near and dear to my heart'
A 'something that | treasure’
Read What a Treasure by Jane Hillenbrand.
Discuss- -
A\ the treasures Mole found
\  how Mole found the treasures (what he had to do to find them) by Same. i and

Remind studen ts that they may write about things that they treasure.
Model b y writing about a personal treasure of yours.

Say, "Today, I'd like for you to try to write a  bout what is 'near and dear' to your own heart."

Hand o ut laminated hearts. Laminated

Heart Cut -Outs
Tell students they are to keep the hearts in their writing folders, storage box, or wherever they keep their writing 3 @r56
supplies.

Tell the writers that the hearts are  a reminder that we can write about things that we love (treasure).

Dismiss for Writer's Workshop.
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Materials

Appreciating
our Differences
(We Treasure
Different
Things)

Gather students around the  carpet.

Ask, OWhat does it mean when I say... ? 6
I 'near and dear to my heart'

I 'something that | treasure'

Read Simon Finds a Treasure by Gilles Tibo.

Discuss- -

I the character Simon

I the characters Simon encountered on his hunt for a treasure

I how each character had a different treasure (not all the same!)
Remind studen ts that they may write about things that they treasure.
Model b y writing about a personal treasure of yours.

Say, "Today, I'd like for you to try to write about what is 'near and dear" to your own heart."

Remind students that their laminated hearts are to help them remember that they can write about things they
love (treasure).

Dismiss for Writer's Workshop.

Simon finds a treasure
—

Simon Finds a Treasure
by Gilles Tibo
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What is Oral Gather the class at the carpet area.
Storytelling?
Say, "Today I'd like to talk about telling stories."
Ask, "Do any of you like to tell stories to your parents, family, and/or friends?"
Say, "l like to tell stories, t0o0."
Say, "One of my favorite stories to tell is about the time that | learned how to drive a car.”
Briefly share the story with the class.
Ask,

I Who did I tell my story to?

I How did I tell my story? - {using my mouth/words}

I Whatdid| do to tell my story? - {wentin my head to remember the story}
Ask, "What kinds of stories do you like to share?"

Briefly allow for a few students to share topics of stories (not the actual stories themselves...!).

Come to the conclusion that people te Il stories using their words/mouths [oral language].

Dismiss for Writer's Workshop.
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Listening to
Oral Stories

Gather the class at the carpet area.
Say, "Yesterday we learned that  people tell stories using oral language [their mouths/words]."

Say, "People have loved to tell stories using their oral language [words/mouths] for many, many years."

Briefly teach the children a little bit about the traditions of oral storytelling:
I The Oral Tradition: The Role of Storytelling .

Say, "Let's listen to a story that is very old.
many years."

It is a story from Africa and was shared from one person to the next, for

Listen to the cassette or CD recording of
other similar story]

Why Mosquitoes Buzz in People's Ears by Verna Aardema. [or some

Come to the conclusion that people tell stories using their words/mouths [oral language].
Dismiss for Writer's Workshop.
Resources:

I "The Role of Storytelling" by The Oral Tradition Website:
http://www.si.umich.edu/CHICO/UMS/Drummers/storytelling.html

| Why Mosquitoes Buzz in Peopie’s Ears
Verna Aardema_pictures

b, @67 N
i)\ :
Why Mosquitoes Buzz in
People's Ears

by Verna Ardema

(Audio Recording)

Do not use the book when
listening to the story being
shared. You want to
emphasize that stories can
be shared using oral

language.
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Sharing Our
Stories Orally

Gather the class at the carpet area.

Briefly review the facts...

I stories can be told using our oral language (words)
stories have been told for many, many years (oral story telling)
stories that are told orally are told from one person to another
stories can be passed on from one person to another
we can tell stories using our oral language
we enjoy telling stories u sing our oral language

—_— —( —( —( —(

Say, "l have several a few books about two brothers named Julian and Huey."
Say, "Julian and Huey love to tell stories."
Say, "Sometimes the stories they tell are true, and sometimes they are not true."

Say, "I'm going to start re ading one of the books, but because it is a chapter book, we'll have to finish it later."

Start reading from The Stories Julian TellsAnn Cameron. Read one chapter.
Ask the class if the story that Julian told was true or not true.

Remind the class that we can tell stories just like Julian did.
Discuss the book as appropriate.

Come to the conclusion that people tell stories using their words/mouths [oral language].
Dismiss for Writer's Workshop.

NOTE- -
These books are great read aloud books, and can be used during the next few days of Writer's Workshop to continue
reinforcing that people tell stories using oral Ianguage, or they may be read during chapter book read aloud time.

More Stories

Huey :
Tells ﬂ

by An Cameron
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Sharing Our Gather around the carpet.
Stories Using Say, "We've been learning about the different ways that we can tell stories.
Pictures Say, "We've learned that everyone has stories to share and that they enjoy sharing their stories."
(#1 of 3) Say, "We've talked about telling stories orally [with our voices]."

Say, "Today, we are going to learn about a new way to tells stories - - using pictures!”

Ask, "Have you ever picked up a book and noticed that on the inside, there wasn't any writing - - there were

pictures only?"

Discuss experiences with wordless books, as appropriate.
Say, "These books are called Wordless Books. That means that they have pictures only, and don't have any
words in them."
Ask, "How are we supposed to read  Wordless Books?"
Come to the conclusion that ~ Wordless Books are read
I by looking at the pictures carefully

I by making up the story in your head based on what the pictures are showing

Pancakes for Breakfast
by Tomie dePaola

Say, "Let's practice doing those thin  gs, right now, with this Wordless Book.

Read Pancakes for Breakfast by Tomie dePaola [or any other wordless book - - preferably a BIG book version].
Discuss...
I how we knew what the story was about
I how the author shared the story using pictures
I how detailed the illustrations/pictures were
Say, "Just like , We too can share our stories using pictures.”
Say, "Today, when you are writing, use pictures to share your story!"
Dismiss for Writer's Workshop.
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Sharing Our Gather around the carpet.
Stories Using
Pictures Say, "We've been learning about the different ways that we can tell stories.
(#2 of 3) Say, "We've learned that everyone has stories to share and that they enjoy sharing their stories."

Say, "We've talked about telling stories orally [with our voices]."

Say, "Yesterday we talked about a new way to tells stories - - using pictures!"

Ask, "Have any of you ever b een to a museum?"

Ask, "If | we were to go to you homes right now, would we find art work/pictures on the walls of your home?"

Ask, "What kinds of pictures/artwork did you see at the museum, or have in your homes?"

. . . Norman
Discuss experiences as appropriate. Roclkwell

Say, "I have a book about a very famous artist whose name is Norman Rockwell."

Say, "Many people enjoy looking at his pictures that he painted because even though he didn't use words, he is
still telling a story."

Say, "Let's look at this book about his artwor  k and try to decide what kinds of stories he told."

Browse through Norman Rockwell: Storyteller with a Brush by Beverly Gherman.
Discuss...

I how we knew what the story was about

I how the author shared the story using pictures

I how detailed the illustrations/pictures were

Say, "Just like Norman Rockwell, we too can share our stories using pictures."
Say, "Today, when you are writing, use pictures to share your story!"

Dismiss for Writer's Workshop.

n B oDl
Norman Rockwell:
Storyteller with a Brush
by Beverly Gherman
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Sharing Our Gather students around the carpet.
Stories Using Say, "We've been learning about the different ways that we can tell stories.
Pictures "We've learned that everyone has stories to share and that they enjoy sharing their stories."
(#3 of 3) "We've talked about telling stories orally [with our voices]."
"Yesterday we learned about a new way to tells stories - - using pictures!"

Ask, "How are we supposed toread  Wordless Books?"

I by looking at the pictures carefully

I by making up the story in your head based on what the pictures are showing
Say, "The author of these books [point to books] is Mercer Mayer."
Say, "Mercer Mayer wrote several books about the same characters - - a boy, a dog, and a frog."
Say, "The boy, the dog, and the frog are great friends, and Mercer Mayer shares their stories using pictures.
Say, "Let's read these Wordless Books in small groups.”

frog, where
are you? i, mre maer

Divide the class into small groups.
Allow the groups to read their book, and then gather as a whole class.
Hold up each book one by one, and briefly discuss what the story was about.
Discuss...
I how we knew what the story was about
T how the author shared the story u  sing pictures
I how detailed the illustrations/pictures were

Say, "I'm going to put these books into our class library for you to look at later on when we have time to read books.

A BOY, A DDG. %
A FROG and

Just like Mercer Mayer, we too can share our stories using pictures. Toda y, when you are writing, use pictures to share A FRIEND v
your story!"

Dismiss for Writer's Workshop.
Another Resource:
I 50 (or so!) Wordless Picture Books: http://www.unm.edu/~susanrc/587/Pictbooks.pdf

by Mercer Mayer
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Written Gather students around the carpet.
Storytelling Say

—_—

"We've been learning about the different ways that we can tell stories.

"We've learned that everyone has stories to share and that they enjoy sharing their stories."
"We've talked about telling stories orally.”

"We've talked about telling stories using pictures."

"Today we will learn about a new way to tells stories - - using writing!"

"The autho r of this book, Dr. Seuss, wrote about being a writer."

"In his book, he tells us that we can all be writers, and share our stories using words."

—( m—( —( —( —( —(

\ =
Revad . ' \" E ,

I 1 Can Write! by Theo LeSieg (Dr. Seuss). \r‘
Discuss

I what was the book about
I what did we learn about being a writer ME M F

~ . . . Theo. laSn an // &
I what kinds of stories can writers tell o

by Theo LeSieg
Say

—_

"We will be learning more about writing stories using words."
"Today, when you are writing, try to use pictures to share your story!"

—(

At this point, the children have not yet been introduced to utilizi ng environmental print to aid in writing words.

Don't push them to write words unless they are ready. Stress telling stories using pictures at this point in the year.

Dismiss for Writer's Workshop.
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Beyond "I Like"
and "l Love"...

Why Authors

DAY # 1

I hold up both books and ask the class what they think each book is about.

They undoubtedly come to the consensus that each book is about frogs. | quickly share each book's title and author/illustrator information.

| share that one book is fiction (not true) and one book is non -fiction (true). | challenge them to identify the non -fiction and fiction book (we discuss why
each is labeled as such).

| read the non -fiction book about frogs first.

| then ask the class if the author wrote an "l like .
| then ask them why they didn't write "l like ___ .
If they aren't sure, | tell them why...

Say, "Authors, like David Badger [point to author's nhame on front cover], know that they don't have to tell their audience/re aders that they love frogs
because if they are writing about frogs, we can assume that they love and like frogs, and that they think they are pretty/cute/fun/[or any other

frequently, easy to write description your Kid Writers use too often]. ~ So, instead of writing, "l like FROGS. | love FROGS. FROGS are cute. FROGS are
nice."

The author, David Badger [point to author's name on front cover], shared detailed information about real frogs."

Before dismissing for Writer's Workshop, remind the class that they too don't have to write "l'like __ . llove . " stories, and that they can write
detailed stories instead, like this book's author, David Badger.

DAY #2

I hold up both books and ask the class what each book is about.

| then ask them to remind me which book is non -fiction and which is fiction.

I hold up the non -fiction book from yesterday's lesson and ask the class why the author, David Badger, didn't write an "I like frogs.
are cute. Frogs are nice." story.

Conclude that authors don't write "I like | love . stories because there are many other details that need t o be shared and they don't need to
waste their time on those words because we (the readers) already KNOW that the author likes and loves frogs because he choose to write about them.

| then hold up the second book about frogs (fiction).

| read the fiction book about frogs.

| then ask the class if the author wrote an "l like .
| then ask them why they didn't write "l like ___ .
If they aren't sure, | tell them why...

Say, "Authors, like Robert Kaplan [point to author's name on front cover], know that they don't have to tell their audience/readers that they love frogs
because if they are writing about frogs, we can assume that they love and like frogs, and that they think they are pretty/cut e/fun/[or a ny other
frequently, easy to write description your Kid Writers use too often].  So, instead of writing, "l like FROGS. | love FROGS. FROGS are cute. FROGS are
nice."

The author, Robert Kaplan [point to author's name on front cover], shared detailed in formation in his story about a frog that escapes by jumping to
safety."

Before dismissing for Writer's Workshop, remind the class that they too don't have to write "l like ___ .
detailed stories instead, like this book's author, Robert Kaplan.

Note - - this mini lesson can be taught over and over whenever needed. There are many fiction and nonfiction books out there about the same topic.
've found that the mini lesson really hits home and students eventual ly begin to let the concepts sink in and begin writing detailed stories that move
beyond the "safe" | like and / love stories.

| love " story.
I love ."in their text.

I love frogs. Frogs

llove ___ ."story.
I love . in their text.

| love . " stories, and that they can write

Jump, Frog, Jump!

Jump, Frog, Jump by
Robert Kaplan

FRAOGS

S
et &

Frogs by David Badger

To help my students
see that authors
generally don't write
“Ilike____. [Ilove
__ ."stories, |
select a non-fiction
book about frogs and
a fiction book about
frogs from my
classroom library.

You, of course, could
select a different topic
for your books, but it
helps to have a non-
fiction and fiction
book about the same
topic.
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Beyond "| Like" To help students see that authors generally don't write "l like . | love ." stories, model story writing using
and "l Love" student characters. Each day draw a detailed illustration ahead of time, prior to Writer's Workshop. After the

Student Stories

children have gather ed around the teaching easel, display the illustration.

Draw a hand [glove] on the whiteboard next to my illustration/journal.  Write the 5Ws + 1H inside the fin gers of the
glove/hand. Select a student from the class and have them help (along with other ¢ lassmate suggestions) you
write a story based on the illustration. Label any characters in the illustration. As the story is written, refer to the
5Ws + 1H hand/glove illustrat ion as a point of reference.

Tell the class that the 5Ws + 1H help authors  write stories that are detailed and full of information. As the story is
written, ¢ heck off the fingers as those parts are added to the story. Talk about how illustrations sometimes answer
the 5Ws + 1H questions and they also can be checked off the story telling glove/hand if they are nicely
detailed/given in  the illustration.

It could take several days/weeks to get through all the students in your class.

After a story is written, remind the writers thhbveaeu
They search for details to write about that answer the 5Ws + 1H questions.

II—P
1=
=}

1=
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Beyond "I Like" Listen to a detailed read aloud, such as Bear Snores On by Karma Wilson.
and "l Love"

Student Stories

Draw a hand [glove] on the whiteboard.
Write the 5Ws + 1H inside the fingers of the glove/hand.

Hold up the book and/or put it on the ledge next to your
drawing of the 5Ws + 1H glove/hand.

Ask, "What does this detailed story tell us?  Which questions
(point to them as you read them) does it answer?"

Orally share answers, and check off the questions that are
answered in the text and/or illustrations.

Point to the 5 Ws + 1H story telling glove/anchor and then hold up the book.

Share that, "Good writers write lots of details."”

Say, "Good writers don't just write 'l love..." and 'l like...." stories. They move beyond those words."

Remind students that authors don't need to write "I like" and "I love" in their stories because we already know they
do if they are writing about the topic.

Share that, "The 5 Ws + 1H help writers write detailed stories."

Distribute student copies of 5 Ws story telling hand
Share, OWe can use the

/glove.

gl ove as a tool when writing!éo

Be&ar Snores On
Bear Snores On
by Karma Wilson
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Beyond "I Like" Gather students around the carpet.
and "l Love" .
Hold up a roll of toilet paper.
Flushing the Say, today we are taking a Ilittle trip to the bathroom.
Problem beyond oI l' i ked and ol l oveé in our storytelling. 6
Take time to discuss why authors donét have to use 0l [
Take time to discuss what questions authors ask themselves when storytelling.
I Who
I What
I When
I Where
I Why
I How .
Hold up the roll of toilet paper. %
Ask, OAre tyougetadiyd of ol Il i ked and ol |l oved forever? — 4
Distribute a felt tip pen/marker to each student.
Distribute a piece of toilet paper to each student.
Mo del how to write oI l'ikeé and ol l oved onto the toil et
Whenallhavew ri tten o0l | iked and o6l | oved onto the toilet pa
flush them down the toilet.
Remind students that authors donét have to use 0l Il i kebd
including who, what,  when, where, why, and how.
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WritercdentWor ks ho

ldeas
Mini Lesson |Lesson Summary Materials
Beyond "I Like" | Gather students around the carpet.
and "l Love" Take time to discuss why authors dondét have to use ol I
Take time to discuss what questions authors ask themselves when storytelling.
Fixing the ' Who
9 I What
Problem I When
I Where
I Why
I How
Say, O0Sometimes aut hordsl dloi kodhdo dasmedetoo wlireint st orytel ling.
Point to the WORD WALL. Ceremoniously walk to it and add the word because . Ask the class if they can read
the word. Discuss as appropriate.
Say, o0lf you choose to write o0l | i keéécaaseadndillingWwhy ig @greatwhye n
to show more detail without wusing just o0l l'iked or o1 -1
Chart to show the comparisons.
| like ice cream. | like ice cream because it tastes sweet on my tongue.
| like my mom. | like my mom because she spends lots of time playing with me.
| like Jon. | like Jon because he is nice to me at school.
| love to ride my bike. | love to ride my bike because | can ride it fast!
| love it when my mom tucks me  in. | love it when my mom tucks me in because she reads me stories.
| love eating pizza. | love eating pizza because my dad lets me pick the first piece.
Remind students that authors doné6t have to use otonsl i keo
including who, what, when, where, why, and how. I f t hey

because .
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