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Writerçs Workshop Unit 
Detailed Illustrations

 

Illustrations 

Help Tell the 

Story 

#1 

Gather students at the carpet.  

 

Say, "Today's book will help us to become better illustrators."  

        "This book is illustrated by  Alison Jay."  

        "Alison Jay also wrote the book, she is the author."  

        "There are not many words in this book; in fact Alison Jay wants the reader to look closely at the pictures."  

        "Alison Jay drew pictures that are very detailed."  

        "The illustrations [pictures] help tell the story."  

 

Read Picture This... by Alison Jay.  

 

After reading the book , discuss the following...  

Ǐ what illustration details are included on each page  

Ǐ why Alison Jay added those details  

Ǐ how the details he lp tell the stor  

Ǐ how Alison Jay used colors, shapes, space, and size to help tell the story  

 

Come to the conclusion that good illustrators   

Ǐ think about their illustrations before drawing them  

Ǐ draw illustrations that are detailed  

Ǐ use colors, shapes, space, and size  to help tell the story  

Ǐ take their time  

 

Encourage students to take their time when they draw their story.  

Encourage students to draw illustrations that are detailed.  

 

Dismiss for Writer's Workshop. 

 
Picture This...  

by Alison Jay  
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 Writerçs Workshop Unit 
Detailed Illustrations

 

Illustrations 

Help Tell the 

Story 

#2 

Gather students at the carpet.  

Say, "Today's book will help us to become better illustrators."  

        "This book is illustrated by James Mayhew."  

        "James Mayhew also wrote the book, he is the author."  

        "This is a book about a girl named Katie.   Katie visits the museum in this book {discuss what a museum is}."  

        "When Katie visits the museum, she sees lots of pictures/art work."  

        "When she sees the pictures, something interesting happens to Katie."  

        "Let's read the book to find out what happened when Katie saw pictures in the museum."  

 

Read Katie's Picture Show  by James Mayhew.  

 

After reading the book discuss , the following...  

Á what pictures Katie saw  

Á what happened when Katie saw them  

Á why Katie "became a part" of the pictures  

Á how illustrations/pictures help tell stories  

 

Com e to the conclusion that good illustrators   

Á think about their illustrations before drawing them  

Á draw illustrations that are detailed  

Á use colors, shapes, space, and size to help tell the story  

Á take their time  

 

Encourage students to take their time when they  draw their story.  

Encourage students to draw illustrations that are detailed.  

 

Dismiss for Writer's Workshop. 

Katie's Picture Show   

by James Ma yhew  
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Writerçs Workshop Unit 
Detailed Illustrations

 

Illustrations 

Help Tell the 

Story 

#3 

Gather students at the carpet.  

It would be very helpful to have posters of the pictures or of some of the pictures that are featured in the book.  

Say, "Today's book will help us to become better illustrators."  

        "This book is illustrated by Sally Swain."  

        "Sally Swain also wrote the book, she is the author."  

        "This is a book about different paintings from ve ry famous artists."  

 

Have several posters posted on the wall (that are featured in the book).  

Say, "The author of this book, looked at these posters and used her imagination to create stories."  

Point to each sample poster you have posted, and briefly predi ct what stories could surround each one...  

Ǐ STARRY NIGHT - - looking up at stars from a hill  

Ǐ THE UMBRELLAS - - playing football in a park full of ladies carrying umbrellas  

Ǐ TIGER IN A TROPICAL STORM - - exploring the rain forest  

 

Say, "Let's read the book to  find out what stories the author thought of for each picture."  

Read Once Upon a Picture  by Sally Swain.  

 

After reading the book discuss , the following...  

Ǐ what pictures were in the book  

Ǐ what stories the author created for each picture  

Ǐ how illustrations/pic tures help tell stories  

 

Come to the conclusion that good illustrators   

Ǐ think about their illustrations before drawing them  

Ǐ draw illustrations that are detailed  

Ǐ use colors, shapes, space, and size to help tell the story  

Ǐ take their time  

 

Encourage students to take their time when they draw their story.  

Encourage students to draw illustrations that are detailed.  

 

Dismiss for Writer's Workshop. 

Once Upon a Picture   

by Sally Swain  
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Writerçs Workshop Unit 
Detailed Illustrations: 5+ Picture Details and 5+ Color Details 

 

Do You Have 

Five or More 

Picture and 

Color Details?  

Gather students at the carpet.  

 

Read I Spy the Sun in the Sky  by Stella Blackstone.  Discuss as appropriate.  Share with students that illustrators 

have a very important role in the storytelling process.  Illustrators help tell the story.   

 

Ask, òHow do illustrators help tell the story?ó   

Allow time for responses.  

 

Display a sample story that a student in your class has written/drawn.  Read the story.  

 

Ask, òHow does ________õs illustration (picture) help tell the story? 

Ǐ It matches the words  

Ǐ They used lots of color  

Ǐ They drew a detailed pictu re 

 

Say, òWhen illustrations match the words (text), have different colors, and are detailed, they help tell the story.ó 

 

Using the Post -It note flags, quickly count the number of colors, flagging each one as you count it.  Do the same 

for the number of pi cture details.   

 

Share with the class that it will be their goal from now on to draw pictures with 5 or more picture details (sun, 

grass, tree, swing set, bird, clouds, etcé).  It will also be their goal to color their picture with 5 or more colors.   

 

Encourage students to check their illustration today to see if it has 5+ picture and color details.  

 

Dismiss for Writerõs Workshop. 

 

 
I Spy the Sun in the Sky  

by Stella Blackstone  

 

 

 

 
Post-It Note Flags  
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Writerçs Workshop Unit 
Detailed Illustrations: Detail to COLOR 

 

Attention  to 

Color  

Gather students at the carpet.  

Say, "The book I will read to you today is about a mouse, a strawberry, and a bear."  

        "Today's book will help  us to become better illustrators."  

 

Ask, "What does an illustrator do?"  

Ǐ draws/makes/takes the pictures  

 

Read The Little Mouse, the Red Ripe Strawberry, and THE BIG HUNGRY BEAR  by D. and A. Wood.  

 

Say, "This book is written by Aud rey and Don Wood, "and illustrated by Don Wood."  

        "Don and Audrey Wood are partners - - they write and illustrate books together."  

        "When Don illustrated this book, he used wonderful colors."  

        "Don Wood tried to use colors that would h elp tell the story."  

 

Ask, "Can you help me find pages where the colors helped tell the story?"  

 

Take a picture walk - - page by page - - and discuss how the colors help tell the story.  

Ǐ the strawberry is bright red to show that it is ripe  

Ǐ the mouse looks j ust right because he has pink ears, gray fur, and a white tummy  

Ǐ the leaves on the bush are green and the leaves are lots of different shades of green  

Ǐ the colors he uses are true to the colors we would see in real life (s trawberry, leaves, mouse, bear)  

 

Com e to the conclusion that   

Ǐ colors show the reader what is happening  

Ǐ colors give the picture more detail  

Ǐ colors should be real to life (closely match what color the object is in real life)   

 

Encourage students to use colors that closely match what color the object is in real life.  

 

Dismiss for Writer's Workshop. 

The Little Mouse, The Red 

Ripe Strawberry, and TH E BIG 

HUNGRY BEAR  

by Don and Audrey Wood  
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Writerçs Workshop Unit 
Detailed Illustrations: Detail to SHAPE 

 

Attention  to 

Shape  

Gather students at the carpet.  

Say, "We are going to take a closer look at Don and Audrey' s book today."  

        "This book will helps us to become better illustrators."  

 

Ask, "What does an illustrator do?"  

Ǐ draws/makes/takes the pictures  

 

Ask, "What did we learn about using colors help tell the story?"  

Ǐ colors show the reader what is happening  

Ǐ c olors give the picture more detail  

Ǐ colors should be real to life (closely match what color the object is in real life)   

 

Reread The Little Mouse, the Red Ripe Strawberry, and THE BIG HUNGRY BEAR  by D. and A. Wood.  

 

Say, "This book is written by Audrey and Don Wood, "and illustrated by Don Wood."  

        "When Don illustrated this book, he wanted to make sure that he used wonderful shapes."  

        "Don Wood tried to use shapes that would help tell the story."  

 

Ask, "Can you help me find pages where the shap es helped tell the story?"  

 

Take a picture walk - - page by page - - and discuss how the shapes help tell the story.  
Ǐ the strawberry looks like a strawberry - - it doesn't look like a banana or an apple  

Ǐ the mouse looks like a mouse - -has a long, thin tail and whiskers, and skinny legs and arms, and big ears  

Ǐ the leaves are shaped like leaves you would see on a real tree - - there are different leaf shapes  

 

Come to the conclusion that   

Ǐ shapes [circle, triangle, rectangle, square, etc] help us to draw  

Ǐ shapes g ive the picture more detail  

Ǐ our pictures should be true to shape (closely match what shape the object is in real life)  

 

Encourage students to use shapes that closely match what shape the object is in real life.  

Dismiss for Writer's Workshop. 

The Little Mouse, The Red 

Ripe Strawberry, and THE BIG 

HUNGRY BEAR  

by Don and Audrey Wood  
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Writerçs Workshop Unit 
Detailed Illustrations: Detail to SPACE 

 

Attention  to 

Space  

Gather students at the carpet.  

Say, "We are going to take a closer look at Don and Audrey's book today."  

        "This book will helps us to become better illust rators." 

 

Ask, "What does an illustrator do?"  

Ǐ draws/makes/takes the pictures  

Ask, "What did we learn about using colors help tell the story?"  
Ǐ colors show the reader what is happening  

Ǐ colors give the picture more detail  

Ǐ colors should be real to life (closel y match what color the object is in real life)   

Ask, "What did we learn about using shapes help tell the story?"  
Ǐ shapes [circle, triangle, rectangle, square, etc] help us to draw  

Ǐ shapes give the picture more detail  

Ǐ our pictures should be true to shape (clo sely match what shape the object is in real life)  

 

Re-read The Little Mouse, the Red Ripe Strawberry, and THE BIG HUNGRY BEAR  by D. and A. Wood.  

Say, "This book is written by Audrey and Don Wood, "and illustrated by Don Wood."  

        "When Don illustrated  this book, he used good spacing for his illustrations."  

        "Don Wood tried to use good spacing to help tell the story."  

 

Ask, "Can you help me find pages where Don Wood uses good spacing to help tell the story?"  

 

Take a picture walk - - page by page - - and discuss how good spacing help tell the story.  
Ǐ the strawberry is connected to the leaves, like it really should be - -like it is in real life  

Ǐ the leaves on the bush take up lots of space on the page - - they "go off" the edge of the page  

Ǐ the mouse i s on  the ladder - - we can tell because his feet touch the ladder - - like they would in real life  

 

Come to the conclusion that   

Ǐ illustrations can take up the whole page  

Ǐ illustration spacing should be true to life (closely match what it might look like in real life)  

 

Encourage students to use good spacing that closely matches what it might look like in real life.  

Dismiss for Writer's Workshop. 

The Little Mouse, The Red 

Ripe Strawberry, and THE BIG 

HUNGRY BEAR  

by Don and Audrey Wood  
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Writerçs Workshop Unit 
Detailed Illustrations: Detail to SIZE 

 

Attention  to 

Size 

Gather s tudents at the carpet.  

Say, "We are going to take a closer look at Don and Audrey's book today."  

        "This book will helps us to become better illustrators."  

Ask, "What does an illustrator do?"  

Ǐ draws/makes/takes the pictures  

Ask, "What did we learn abo ut using colors help tell the story?"  
Ǐ colors show the reader what is happening  

Ǐ colors give the picture more detail  

Ǐ colors should be real to life (closely match what color the object is in real life)   

Ask, "What did we learn about using shapes help tell the  story?" 
Ǐ shapes [circle, triangle, rectangle, square, etc] help us to draw  

Ǐ shapes give the picture more detail  

Ǐ our pictures should be true to shape (closely match what shape the object is in real life)  

Ask, "What did we learn about using good spacing help tell the story?"  
Ǐ illustrations can take up the whole page and give the reader more information  

Ǐ illustration spacing should be true to life (closely match what it might look like in real life)  

 

Re-read The Little Mouse, the Red Ripe Strawberry, and THE BIG HUNGRY BEAR by D. and A. Wood.  

Say, "This book is written by Audrey and Don Wood, "and illustrated by Don Wood."  

        "When Don illustrated this book, he wanted to make sure that he used all the space on the page."  

        "Don Wood paid close attention  to the size of his illustrations."  

 

Ask, "Can you help me find pages where Don Wood used good sizing for his illustration?"  

Take a picture walk - - page by page - - and discuss how the size of the illustrations help tell the story.  
Ǐ the strawberry is suppo sed to be big - - he drew the strawberry bigger than the mouse - - it's big and plump  

Ǐ the leaves should be bigger than the mouse and they are, there should be lots of leaves and there are  

Ǐ the bear should be really big, like the words are in the title, and he drew the bear BIG!!   

 

Come to the conclusion that   

Á illustration sizes are not always the same (objects are all different sizes to show detail)  

Á sizes should be real to life (closely match what size the object is in real life)   

Encourage students to draw objects using good sizing that closely matches what size the object is in real life.  

Dismiss for Writer's Workshop. 

The Little Mouse, The Red 

Ripe Strawberry, and THE BIG 

HUNGRY BEAR  

by Don and Audrey Wood  
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Writerçs Workshop Unit 
Detailed Illustrations: Utilizing Drawing Books 

 

Introduction to 

Drawing Books  

Have stude nts sit around the carpet area.  

 

Once students are settled, display "How To" drawing books [one by one] along the wall or chalkboard ledge.    

 

Affirm student excitement.   

 

Say, "Yes, this is very exciting.   I've worked very hard to find books that will he lp us to become better illustrators."  

        "I want you to be able to see what's inside of these books.ó   

        òI am going to give each writing partnership 1 or 2 books to look at." 

 

Say, "When you get your books, bring them to a spot in the room, an d look through them."  

Say, "When we gather again, you will share your book with the class, and tell us all about it."  

 

Distribute books to partnerships.  

Allow time for students to browse their books.  

 

Gather the class together around the carpet area.  

Call partners up to share their book.  

 

Facilitate conversation:  

Ǐ what is your book about  

Ǐ what will we find inside the book  

Ǐ how many different drawings are in the book  

Ǐ which is your favorite drawing  

 

Allow all groups to share.  Once finished,  tell the student s that in a few days, we will be able to start using the 

books, after we learn how to care for the books, and how to use the books.  Dismiss for Writers' Workshop.  
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Writerçs Workshop Unit 
Detailed Illustrations: Drawing Books - Caring for Drawing Books 

 

Caring for 

Drawing Books  

Have students sit around the carpet area.  

Once students are settled, display "How To" drawing books.  

Say, "Yesterday we learned about these books."  

 

Ask, "What are some of the things that w e know about now that we've had a chance to look inside the books?"  

 

Say, "These books belong to the library, and we must definitely take very good care of them!"  

 

Ask, "How should we take care of these books?"  

Á should we step on them  

Á should we use them as  a fan  

Á should we build a fort with them  

Á should we tear out the pages so we can trace them better  

Á should we color the pictures  

 

Tell students just as with any book in the classroom, or in our school library, these books are to be used in 

appropriate way s.  Tell students that how we use the books will determine how long the books last.   If we use 

them poorly, they won't last a long time.  

 

Decide as a class what the rules are for   

Ǐ picking a book out to use  

Ǐ caring for a book while using it  

Ǐ returning a boo k when finished with it  

 

Tell the students that in a couple of days, we will be able to start using the books, after we learn how to use the 

books.  

 

Dismiss for Writers' Workshop. 
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Writerçs Workshop Unit 
Detailed Illustrations: Drawing Books - Caring for Drawing Books 

 

Tracing a 

Drawing Books  

Have students sit around the carpet area.  

Once students are settled, display "How To" drawing books.  

Say, "Yesterday we learned about these books."  

Ask, "What are some of the  things that we know about now that we've had a chance to look inside of these 

books?  How do we care for these books?"  

 

Say, "These books belong to the library, and we must definitely take very good care of them!"  

 

Tell the children that today they will l earn how to use the books.    

Say, "There are two different ways to use this book. Today we will learn about one of those ways."  

Share that these books are helpful when artists/illustrators are learning how to draw.    

Say, "One way to use these books is to TRACE the picture."  

        "To TRACE the picture you need three things:   (1) a pencil      (2) paper    (3) a picture to trace."  

 

Gather these three things and show the class the items that are needed.  

Demonstrate how to place the paper (or notebook) over t he picture.    

Tell students that they will need to make sure that the paper covers the entire picture.    

Demonstrate how to TRACE the picture.    

Think out loud while you TRACE the picture.  

Discuss: 

Á how to re -align the paper if it shifts  

Á what to do if penc il marks get on the book  

Once you are finished, ask students, "Now that I'm finished, what should I do now?"  

Demonstrate how to trace the pencil marks with a black marker (thin), and then how to color nicely inside the 

lines with marker/crayon/color penc il. 

Tell the students that after tomorrow, we will be able to start using the books, after we learn how to use the books 

in a different way.  

Dismiss for Writers' Workshop. 
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Writerçs Workshop Unit 
Detailed Illustrations: Drawing Books - Caring for Drawing Books 

 

Copying a 

Drawing Books  

Have students sit around the carpet area.  

Once students are settled, display "How To" drawing books.  

Say, "The past three days we learned about these books."  

Ask, "What are some of th e things that we know about now that we've had a chance to look inside of these 

books?"  

Ask, "How do we care for these books?"  

Say, "These books belong to the library, and we must definitely take very good care of them!"  

Tell the children that today they w ill learn how to use the books.    

Say, "There are two different ways to use this book. We learned one of the ways yesterday, and today we will 

learn about the other way."  

Share that these books are helpful when artists/illustrators are learning how to draw .   

Say, "One way to use these books is to COPY the picture."  

Say, "To COPY the picture you need three things:   (1) a pencil      (2) paper    (3) a picture to trace."  

Gather these three things and show the class the items that are needed.  

Demonstrate how to  place the paper (or notebook) next to the picture.    

Tell students that they will need to look at the picture very carefully and notice:  

Á what shapes are used  

Á how big the shapes are  

Á how the shapes connect  

Á where the shapes are on the page  

Á how the shapes  fit together to make the picture  

Demonstrate how to COPY the picture.    

Think out loud while you COPY the picture.  

Once you are finished, ask students, "Now that I'm finished, what should I do now?"  

Demonstrate how to trace the pencil marks with a black  marker (thin), and then how to color nicely inside the 

lines with marker/crayon/color pencil.  

Tell the students that tomorrow, we will be able to start using the books!  

Dismiss for Writers' Workshop. 
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Writerçs Workshop Unit 
Detailed Illustrations: Drawing Books - Using a Drawing Book 

 

Using a 

Drawing Book  

Have students sit around the carpet area.  

 

Once students are settled, display "How To" drawing books.  

 

Say, "The past four days we learned about these books."  

 

Ask, "What are some of the things that we know about now that we've taken time to look inside of these books?"  

        "How do we care for these books?"  

 

Say, "These books belong to the library, and we must definitely take very good care of them!"  

        "There are two different ways to use this book."  

 

Ask, "What are the two different ways that we can use these books?"  

Take time to briefly discuss each way.  

Share that these books are helpful when artists/illustrators are learning how to draw.    

 

Say, "Today you will be able to pick out a book to use."  

Allow students to select a book {I choose quietest first}.  

 

Say, "We've learned a lot about these books.   We've learned what's inside of them, how to care for them, and 

how to use them.  When you are using the se books, please remember all that you've learned.   Have fun, and I 

can't wait to see hear your stories and see your illustrations!"  

 

Dismiss students for Writer's Workshop.  
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Watch Me Draw Series 

     

    

 

 
    

http://www.teachercreated.com/  

www.amazon.com  

http://www.walterfoster.com/  
 

http://www.teachercreated.com/
http://www.amazon.com/
http://www.walterfoster.com/
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Draw and Color Series 

     

    

 

     

http://www.teachercreated.com/  

www.amazon.com  

http://www.walterfoster.com/  
 

http://www.teachercreated.com/
http://www.amazon.com/
http://www.walterfoster.com/
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1-2-3 Draw Series 

     

     

     

  

http://www.peelbooks.com/index.html  

www.amazon.com   
 

http://www.peelbooks.com/123_draw_series/index.html
http://www.amazon.com/
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Kids Can Draw Series 

     

     

     

www.amazon.com  

www.barnesandnoble.com  

http://www .powells.com/   

Also try Ebay or your local library.  
 

 


