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Writerçs Workshop Unit 
Authors and Illustrators 

 

Writers are 

called Authors 

and Illustrators  

Remind students that writers tell stories that are near and dear to their hearts. 

Show students a pile of Dr. Seuss books. 

Ask, "Does anyone know who created these stories?" 

Share with students that Dr. Seuss was a very famous writer.   

Tell students that Dr. Seuss was a writer.  He wrote the words to his stories.  He drew the pictures to his stories. 

Remind students that not all authors do both -- write and draw.   

Say, "Dr. Seuss did both - - he wrote the words and drew the pictures." 

Tell students that in today's read aloud book, they are going to hear about how Dr. Seuss became a writer. 

Read The Boy on Fairfield Street by Kathleen Krull. 

Discuss the book. 

Remind students that writers are called authors and illustrators. 

Dismiss for Writers Workshop.  

 
The Boy on Fairfield Street  

by Kathleen Krull  

 



Created and Written by Jessica Meacham at www.jmeacham.com. 

© 2003 ð 2011 

 
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/ 

Writerçs Workshop Unit 
Authors and Illustrators 

 

Illustrators Draw 

the Pictures  

Remind students that writers tell stories that are near and dear to their hearts. 

Display Draw Me a Star  by Eric Carle. 

Ask students, "Who created this book?" 

Share, "Eric Carle is the writer of this book." 

Say, "He is the author - -he wrote the words.  He is the illustrator - - he drew the pictures." 

Tell students that today's book, Draw Me a Star , will help us to learn about illustrators. 

Say, "Eric Carle illustrates - he enjoys making the pictures.  Let's see what he illustrates in this book." 

Read Draw Me a Star  by Eric Carle. 

Discuss the book. 

Remind students that illustrators draw the pictures. 

Dismiss for Writer's Workshop.  

 
Draw Me a Star  

by Eric Carle 
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Writerçs Workshop Unit 
Authors and Illustrators 

 

You Are An 

Illustrator  

Review the ANCHOR CHART that has been started.    

Ǐ Discuss the importance of sitting at the carpet. 

Ǐ Discuss the importance of watching and listening with our eyes, ears, hands, feet, and voices. 

Ǐ Discuss the importance of helping other writers when they need help. 

Ǐ Discuss the importance of sitting with and having writing buddies/partners. 

Ǐ Discuss the importance of writing the code date on our stories. 

Read My Pony  by Susan Jeffers.  

Remind students that writers tell stories that are near and dear to their hearts. 

Tell the class that the author, Susan Jeffers, wrote this book about her own childhood.    

Say, "When Susan Jeffers, the author of My Pony , was a girl, she badly wanted to have a pony."  

Say, "But her parents said no to having a pony, so Susan Jeffers, decided to draw horses."  

Tell the class that Susan Jeffers is an author, she wrote the words to her story.  

Susan Jeffers is an illustrator, she drew pictures for her story.  

Say, "When Susan Jeffers was little, she drew many, many pictures of her pony."  

Ask the children if they feel that Susan Jeffers did a good job of drawing her story.  

Share reasons for why the illustrations are good {take a picture walk to help with the discussion}.  

Share with students that writers tell stories that are "near and dear to their hearts."  

Say, "Susan Jeffers loved horses.  Horses were near and dear to her heart, so she wrote about them and drew 

them."  

Say, "Today, I want you to tell a story that is near and dear to your heart."  

Say, "I want you to draw your stories - think about  your story in your head, and then draw it."  

Say, "We will share our stories during SHARE time when we are all finished."  

Create an ANCHOR CHART for "Writer's Workshop" routine. 

Add information and a picture about the day's lesson.  

Dismiss for Writer's Workshop.  

 
My Pony  

by Susan Jeffers 
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Writerçs Workshop Unit 
Authors and Illustrators 

 

Authors Write 

The Words 

Remind students that writers tell stories that are near and dear to their hearts. 

Display Author: A True Story  by Helen Lester. 

Share, "Helen Lester is the writer of this book." 

Say, "She is the author - -she wrote the words." 

Tell students that today's book, Author: A True Story , will help us to learn about authors. 

Say, "Helen Lester writes - she enjoys writing the words.  Let's see what she writes in this book." 

Read Auth or: A True Story by Helen Lester. 

Discuss the book. 

Remind students that authors write the words. 

Dismiss for Writer's Workshop. 

 
Author: A True Story 

 by Helen Lester 
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Writerçs Workshop Unit 
Authors and Illustrators 

 

You Are An 

Author  

Remind students that writers tell stories that are near and dear to their hearts. 

Say, "You have stories that are near and dear to your hearts, and I've enjoyed listening to them." 

Share that today we are all going to be authors, just like Helen Lester and we are going to write. 

Share that today we are going to tell a story that is near and dear to our hearts by writing about it. 

Model how to tell a story by illustrating it first. 

Think out loud as you illustrate. 

When finished, share the story with the class. 

Say, "This story is near and dear to my heart.  I'm glad I was able to share it with you." 

Say, "But, I want to also write about my story.  Not just illustrate it.  I'm going to use words, too." 

Say, "I will help you write the words.  Soon you'll be writing your own words, but for today, I'll help." 

Say, "I've already illustrated my story, now I'm going to tell "the teacher" what to write." 

Pretend to be the teacher and student - - switching roles: 

Á I pretend to put on student/teacher suits by swooping my hands from my head to my shoes. 

Á This gives students the idea that you are role playing student/teacher 

When role playing: 

1. student: I'm done, and I'm ready to write my story  

2. teacher: Great, tell me your story  

3. student: {shares story}  

4. teacher: {scribes story}  

Remind the class that they can also write stories that are near and dear to their hearts. 

Encourage students to think of a story, and to illustrate it and then ask for help for the writing part. 

Dismiss for Writer's Workshop. 
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 Additional Books about Being an Author or Illustrator :  

 
Art 

by Patrick McDonnell 

 
The Dot 

by Peter Reynolds 

 
Ish 

by Peter Reynolds 

 
Little Mouse's Painting 

by Diane Walkstein 

 
Nothing Ever Happens on 90th Street by Roni 

Schotter 

 
Regina's Big Mistake 

by Regina Moss 

 
You Have to Write 

by Janet S. Wong 

 
Look at My Book 

by Loreen Leedy 

 
Arthur Writes a Story 

by Marc Brown 

 
Show Don't Tell 

by Josephine Nobisso 

 
If You Were a Writer 

by Joan Lowry Nixon 

 
Voices in the Park 

by Anthony Browne 

 
How a Book is Made 

by ALIKI 

 

 
The Picture That Mom Drew 

by Kathy Mallat 

 
Wonderful Words 

by Lee Hopkins 

 
What Do Illustrators Do? 

by Eileen Christelow 

 
What Do Authors Do? 

by Eileen Christelow 

 
From Pictures to Words 

by Janet Stevens 

 
Aunt Isabel Tells a Good One 

by Kate Duke 

 
S is for Story 

by Ester Hershenhorn 
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Beautiful OOPS! 

By Barney Saltzberg 

 
The Pencil 

By Allan Ahlberg 

 
Lines that Wiggle 

By Candace Whitman 

 
A Day With No Crayons 

By Elizabeth Rusch 

 

 


