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Day 1: Identifying With Personal Narratives and Writing Our Own 
 

 

 
 

 Have the wall display read ahead of time.  It should be empty (no books or text written).   
 With the class, label the wall display with the word "Personal Narratives" by giving each student a letter or two and calling out random letters to be placed on 

the wall.  You can see examples of my Personal Narratives wall display on my "anchor charts" page on my website (www.jmeacham.com). 
 Ask the class if they know what a Personal Narrative is. 
 Read the book Special Memories by Rozanne Lanczak Williams. 
 After reading the book, discuss as you see fit.  Include, in your discussion, time for students to share a personal, special memory that they have.  You could even 

have them draw it and then share orally. 
 Define Personal Narratives and add the definition to the wall display.  Refer to the definition often as you work your way through the project. 
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Remaining Days: Identifying With Personal Narratives and Writing Our Own 
 

Day A:  Every two days, choose a Mentor Text to read. 
 After reading the text, discuss as appropriate. 
 Briefly summarize the text (beginning, middle, end) in writing or orally. 
 Point out and discuss evidence of vivid imagery, good word choice, etc, found within the text. 
 Classify the text (topic titles are below each book cover below). 
 Have students share other possible stories for the topic. 
 As you dismiss the writers, encourage them to begin writing their own personal narratives. 

Day B: 
 

 Review the previous day’s Mentor Text. 
 Review already-discussed Personal Narrative topics (anchor chart) and possible stories that can be written. 
 Share a teacher or student personal narrative example that fits yesterday’s Personal Narrative topic. 
 As you dismiss the writers, encourage them to begin writing their own personal narratives. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

      
A Difficult 

Time You Had 
A Time You Were In 

Danger 
A Time You  

Spent With Friends 
A Special  

Family Time 
A Time You  
Had Visitors 

A Time You Interacted 
With Nature 

      

A Time You 
Were Surprised 

A Scary or Exciting 
Adventure You Had 

A Time You Overcame 
a Problem 

First Time  You Were 
Able To Do Something 

A Time You  
Used Your Imagination 

A Time You  
Built Something 



Writer’s Workshop: Personal Narratives 
 

Created and Written by Jessica Meacham at www.jmeacham.com. 

© 2003 – 2011 

 
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/ 

 

          Technology Integrated Lesson Plan Template             
(with rubrics assessment) 

 

Subject:  Writing 
Technology/Equipment/Supplies Needed: 

□ Movie Maker Program 

□ Microphones 

□ Scanner or Document Camera 

□ LCD Projector and Screen 

□ Computer Lab 
Topic:  Creative Writing 1st  Personal Narrative 

Grade Level:  1st and 5th Grades 
Collaboration: 

 

 

 

The classroom teacher will collaborate with 

the Library Media Specials before, during, 

and after the project.  See below (process) for 

specific collaboration. 

Lesson Length/Number of Sessions: 
3 Weeks: 

50 minutes, 5x week = Writers Workshop 

30 minutes, 3x week = Computer Class 

Task/Objectives:     
The student will create a Movie Maker presentation to share a creative writing piece. 
 

Prior to creating their Digital Story using Movie Maker, the classroom teacher will have:  
□ presented a whole group lesson on Personal Narratives),  

□ shared examples of Personal Narratives, 

□ created an anchor chart that classifies different types of Personal Narratives,  

□ modeled sharing/telling Personal Narratives ORALLY to the class,  

□ discussed the importance of details and organization in Personal Narratives, 

□ modeled how to write Personal Narratives,  

□ created a list of possible topics for Personal Narratives, and  

□ shared examples of Movie Maker Personal Narratives. 

 

Process: 
LMS = Library Media Specialist           

CT = Classroom Teacher              

LMS CT Teacher Actions  Student A ctions  

1 Week 1  ã Share examples of Movie Maker Personal Narratives. View examples of Movie Maker Personal Narratives. 

2 Week 1  ã 
Share timeline and rubric (expectations/procedures) 

for Movie Maker Personal Narratives. 

View timeline and rubric (expect
tions/procedures) for 

Movie Maker Personal Narratives. 

3 Week 1  ã 
Guide students toward selecting a topic for their 

Movie Maker Personal Narratives. 

Select a topic/story for their Movie Maker Personal 

Narratives. 

4 Week 2  ã 
Convert student illustratio
s to digital format using 

a scanner. 
 

5 Week 2 ã ã 
Model how to import, edit, and arrange (sequence) 

digital pictures into Movie Maker. 

Import, edit, and arrange (sequence) digital pictures 

into Photo Story 3. 

6 Week 2 ã ã 
Model how to narrate story/poe
ry using Movie 

Maker program and microphone. 

Narrate story/poetry using Movie Maker program and 

microphone. 

7 Week 3 ã ã 

Model how to customize the motion and select the 

transition of each picture, add background music, 

add title page, view story, save s
ory, and complete 

final transformation into Movie Maker file (wmv). 

Customize the motion and select the transition of each 

picture, add background music, add title page, view 

story, save story, and complete final transformation 

into Movie Maker file (wmv). 
 

Resources: 
□ http://movies.atomiclearning.com/k12/moviemaker2/ 

□ Sample Movie Maker Personal Narratives  

□ Timeline Visual for Students and Teachers 

□ Rubric Visual for Students and Teachers 

http://movies.atomiclearning.com/k12/moviemaker2/
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1st Grade Assessment Rubric: 

  
Minimal 

1 

Basic 

2 

Proficient 

3 

Advanced 

4 
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Id
ea

s 

Writing doesn’t focus on a 

specific event or experience.  

The reader has many 

questions after reading it. 

 

Writing focuses on a specific 

event or experience, but it 

isn’t real clear.  It lacks detail.  

The reader has questions after 

reading it. 

Writing focuses on a specific 

event or experience.  It has 

detail.   The reader has no 

questions after reading it. 

Writing focuses on a specific 

event or experience.  It has 

many details.  It paints a 

picture in the reader’s mind.  

The reader has no questions 

after reading it. 

C
o
n
ve

n
ti
on

s 

□ uses incorrect, random, or 

no spacing  between 

letters, words, sentences  

□ uses random upper and 

lowercase letters, may 

have some reversals 

□ uses no punctuation 

□ spells no-excuse words 

incorrectly 

□ spells using random letters, 

or spells unknown words 

with beginning sound only 

□ uses few , no, or random 

spaces between words 

between letters, words, 

and sentences some/most 

of the time 

□ uses some uppercase 

letters in words 

□ may have some reversals 

□ attempts to use 

punctuation, but does not 

use it correctly 

□ spells no-excuse words 

incorrectly 

□ spells unknown words 

using a beginning and 

ending sound with no or 

few vowels 

□ uses correct spacing 

between letters, words, 

and sentences most of 

the time 

□ may have some upper 

and lowercase letters 

where they do not 

belong, with no or few 

reversals 

□ uses correct punctuation 

most of the time - may 

need reminders 

□ spells no-excuse words 

correctly 

□ spells unknown words 

using with most or all 

consonant sounds 

correct, along with an 

attempt at the vowel 

sound(s) 

□ uses correct spacing 

between letters, words, 

and sentences 

□ uses upper and lowercase 

correctly most of the time, 

with no reversals 

□ uses correct punctuation 

(?  .  ! )   

□ spells no-excuse words 

correctly 

□ spells unknown words with 

correct consonant 

sounds, along with 

approximate or correct 

vowel sound(s) 

O
rg

a
n
iz
a
ti
on

 

Writing doesn’t have a clear 

sense of beginning, middle, 

and end.  Ideas are not 

organized.  Writing doesn’t 

flow smoothly from one idea 

to the next, making it difficult 

to follow and read.  Story or 

may not have an original title. 

Writing has a somewhat clear 

sense of beginning, middle, 

and end.  Writer sometimes 

presents ideas in an 

organized manner.  Writing 

sometimes flows smoothly 

from one idea to the next, 

making it easy to follow and 

read.  Story may or may not 

have an original title. 

Writing has a clear sense of 

beginning, middle, and end.  

Writer mostly presents ideas in 

an organized manner.  Writing 

mostly flows smoothly from 

one idea to the next, making 

it easy to follow and read.  

Story has an original title. 

Writing has a clear sense of 

beginning, middle, and end.  

Writer presents ideas in an 

organized manner.  Writing 

flows smoothly from one idea 

to the next, making it easy to 

follow and read.  Story has an 

original title. 

P
re

s
e

n
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o
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M
us

ic
/S
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n
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Music or sound effects did not 

match the poetry.  It did not 

add to the poems.  It was 

distracting. 

Music or sound effects 

sometimes matches the 

poetry.  It sometimes added 

to the poems.  It was 

sometimes distracting. 

Music or sound effects often 

matches the poetry line.  It 

often added to the poems.  It 

was not distracting. 

Music or sound effects 

matches the poetry.  It added 

to the poems.  It was not 

distracting. 

Il
lu
st

ra
ti
on

s 

Illustrations are not present or 

they do not relate to and/or 

compliment (add to) the story 

line. 

Original illustrations lack 

detail.  They do not always 

relate to and/or compliment 

(add to) the story line. 

Original illustrations are 

somewhat detailed.  They 

relate to and/or compliment 

(add to) the story line. 

Original illustrations are 

detailed.  They are neat and 

visually pleasing They relate to 

and/or compliment (add to) 

the story line. 

V
oi
ce

 Delivery not smooth, 

audience attention is lost. 

Deliver is not smooth, 

sometimes holds audience 

attention. 

Mostly rehearsed, with a fairly 

smooth delivery that usually 

holds audience attention. 

Well-rehearsed, with smooth 

delivery.  Holds audience 

attention. 

E
d
it
in
g
 

Some transitions, effects, and 

edits are appropriate and 

add to the flow of the video.  

Some transitions do not 

distract from the presentation.  

Student needed adequate 

help with editing. 

Some transitions, effects, and 

edits are appropriate and 

add to the flow of the video.  

Some transitions do not 

distract from the presentation.  

Student needed some help 

with editing. 

Most transitions, effects, and 

edits are appropriate and 

add to the flow of the video.  

Most transitions do not distract 

from the presentation.  

Student needed little or no 

help with editing. 

Transitions, effects, and edits 

are appropriate and add to 

the flow of the video.  

Transitions do not distract from 

the presentation.  Student 

needed little or no help with 

editing. 
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1st Grade Alignment to Content Standards: 
 

Oral Language Language Writing Reading Science Social Studies 

OL.1.A.1 L.1.A.1 W.1.A.4 R.2.A.2   

OL.1.B.1  W.1.A.5    

OL.1.C.1  W.1.B.4    

OL.1.D.1  W.1.B.6    

OL.1.E.1  W.1.E.2    

OL.2.A.1  W.1.F.1    

  W.1.G.2    

  W.2.A.1    

  W.2.A.3    

  W.2.B.1    

  W.2.B.2    

  W.2.B.3    

  W.2.B.4    

  W.2.C.1    

  W.2.C.2    

  W.3.A.1-11    

      

      
 

Alignment to Information and Technology Literacy Standards: 
 

Media & Technology Information & Inquiry Independent Learning The Learning Community 

ã Standards that Apply ã Standards that Apply ã Standards that Apply ã Standards that Apply 

A.1 ã B.2  C.1 ã D.1 ã 

A.2 ã B.3  C.2 ã D.2 ã 

A.3  B.4 ã C.3 v D.3  

A.4  B.4  C.4 ã D.4  

A.5 ã B.5      

A.6  B.6      

  B.7 ã     

  B.8      
 

Teacher Notes: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


