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Counting and Numbers 
 

Standards & Benchmarks Suggested Activities 

�  Counts to 20 
�  Identifies Numerals to 10 
�  Writes Numerals Correctly to 10 

�  Read the book. 
�  Play the Numbers puzzle. 
�  Match # cards to picture cards. 
�  Practice writing numbers. 
�  Practice reading numbers 1 – 100 and/or 1 – 20. 
�  Write about your favorite number. 
�  Work through the Wipe Off activity book. 
�  CHALLENGE: write numbers to 100 on 100s chart. 

Materials: Thank You! 

�  Numbers 1-20 Game 
�  Math Readiness Wipe Off Activity Book 
�  Number Flashcards 1-100 
�  How Many by Lanczak  
�  Magna Doodle Board 
�  Number and Picture Cards 1-10 
�  Our Favorite Numbers Journal 
�  100s Chart 
�  Markers (10 Broad Markers) 
�  Wipe Off Crayons (8 Colors) 
�  Canvas Bag 

Please check to make sure all materials are 
returned to school.  Other children will take this 
homework bag home and will need the materials.  

 
 



 
�� �� �� �� �� �� �� 	� 
� ���

��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� �	� �
� ���

��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� �	� �
� ���

��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� �	� �
� ���

��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� �	� �
� ���

��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� �	� �
� ���

��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� �	� �
� ���

��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� �	� �
� 	��

	�� 	�� 	�� 	�� 	�� 	�� 	�� 		� 	
� 
��


�� 
�� 
�� 
�� 
�� 
�� 
�� 
	� 

� ����

 
 

�� �� �� �� �� �� �� 	� 
� ���

��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� �	� �
� ���

��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� �	� �
� ���

��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� �	� �
� ���

��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� �	� �
� ���

��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� �	� �
� ���

��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� �	� �
� ���

��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� �	� �
� 	��

	�� 	�� 	�� 	�� 	�� 	�� 	�� 		� 	
� 
��


�� 
�� 
�� 
�� 
�� 
�� 
�� 
	� 

� ����
 
 

 



Sorting and Graphing 
Standards & Benchmarks Suggested Activities 

�  Sorts by Color 
�  Sorts by Shape 
�  Sorts by Size 
�  Understands and Uses Graphs 

�  Read the books. 
�  Sort the buttons by shape and then graph them. 
�  Sort the buttons by color and then graph them. 
�  Sort the buttons by size and then graph them. 
�  Sort the buttons by number of holes; then graph them. 
�  Color and read the Shape Buttons booklet. 
�  Find the �  words and punctuation (!   .   ?). 
�  CHALLENGE: make graphs about the buttons. 

Materials: Thank You! 

�  Buttons 
�  Sorting  Mats: HOLES, SIZES, SHAPES, COLORS 
�  Buttons Graph 
�  The Button Box by Reid 
�  Buttons, Buttons by Lanczak 
�  Shape Buttons Booklet to Make 
�  Canvas Bag 

Please check to make sure all materials are 
returned to school.  Other children will take this 
homework bag home and will need the materials.  

 



 



 



 



 



 



1:1 Correspondence 
Standards & Benchmarks Suggested Activities 

�  Counts to 20 
�  Understands 1:1 Correspondence 

�  Play math game with a family member or friend. 
�  Write about who you played the game with and who 

won the game. 

Materials: Thank You! 

�  FOUR (4) Game Boards 
�  Dice 
�  Player Pieces 
�  Math Game Journal 
�  Crayons (10 Twist Up) 
�  Canvas Bag 

Please check to make sure all materials are 
returned to school.  Other children will take this 
homework bag home and will need the materials.  

How to Play the Game: 

1. Each player chooses a game piece color. 
2. Decide which player will roll first. 
3. Each player then rolls the dice and moves their game piece 

accordingly. 
4. First player to reach the end wins! 
5. Write about who you played a game with, how many games 

you played, and who won. 



Numbers 
Standards & Benchmarks Suggested Activities 

�  Identifies Numerals to 10 
�  Writes Numerals Correctly to 10 

�  Read the book. 
�  Practice writing and saying your telephone number. 
�  Practice writing the numbers 0 – 9. 
�  Use your refrigerator and place the missing numbers 

(magnets) on the telephone.  Practice dialing your 
telephone number. 

Materials: Thank You! 

�  White Paper for Math Number Windows 
�  Math Number Windows (2 sheets) 
�  Thin Markers (10 Count) 
�  Wipe Off Number Sheets (10 laminated sheets) 
�  Wipe Off Crayons (8 Count) 
�  Telephone Number Magnets (10 magnets) 
�  Telephone Template for Number Magnets 
�  The Telephone Book by Maida Silverman  
�  Canvas Bag 

Please check to make sure all materials are 
returned to school.  Other children will take this 
homework bag home and will need the materials.  

 
 
 
   





Money 
Standards & Benchmarks Suggested Activities 

�  Identifies Pennies 
�  Identifies Nickels 
�  Identifies Dimes 
�  Identifies Quarters 
�  Counts to 20 by 1s 
�  Counts to 100 by 5s 
�  Counts to 100 by 10s 

�  Read the coin poems booklet. 
�  Find the �  words and punctuation (!   .   ?). 
�  Practice naming the FOUR coins. 
�  Practice naming the paper money. 
�  Practice counting by 1s, 10s, & 5s (to 100). 
�  CHALLENGE: practice counting sets of coins. 

Materials: Thank You! 

�  Coin Poems Booklet 
�  100 Pennies 
�  10 Dimes 
�  20 Nickels 
�  Fake Money 
�  Three Containers to Hold the Coins 
�  Journal 
�  Crayons (10 Twist Up) 
�  Canvas Bag 

Please check to make sure all materials are 
returned to school.  Other children will take this 
homework bag home and will need the materials.  
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I Know My Coins 

 
 
   by _____________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
�

�
�

I Know My Coins 

 
 
   by _____________________________ 

 
 
 

 

 

  

 

  



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Penny,  penny 
Easily  spent 

Copper  brown 
And  worth  1¢. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Penny,  penny 
Easily  spent 

Copper  brown 
And  worth  1¢. 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Dime,  dime 
Little  and  thin, 

I  remember 
You’re  worth  ten. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Dime,  dime 
Little  and  thin, 

I  remember 
You’re  worth  ten. 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Nickel,  nickel 
Thick  and  fat 

You’re  worth  5¢ 
I  know  that. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Nickel,  nickel 
Thick  and  fat 

You’re  worth  5¢ 
I  know  that. 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Quarter,  Quarter 
Big  and  bold, 

You’re  worth twenty-five 
I  am  told! 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Quarter,  Quarter 
Big  and  bold, 

You’re  worth twenty-five 
I  am  told! 

 
 



Fuzzy  Bear  Journal 
Standards & Benchmarks Suggested Activities 

�  Share an experience with the class (in writing) 
�  Use multiple letters to form words 
�  Form letters that are upright and facing correctly 

�  Write about what you did with Fuzzy. 
�  Draw a picture about it. 

Materials: Thank You! 

�  Fuzzy Bear 
�  Journal 
�  Crayons (10 Twist Up) 
�  Canvas Bag 

Please check to make sure all materials are 
returned to school.  Other children will take this 
homework bag home and will need the materials.  
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Colors 
Standards & Benchmarks Suggested Activities 

�  Recognizes Basic Colors 
�  Share an idea or experience with the class 
�  Use multiple letters to form words 
�  Form letters that are upright and facing correctly 

�  Read books. 
�  Discuss favorite color. 
�  Draw and write about your favorite color. 
�  Listen to and sing the Color Songs CD. 
�  Color the Itty Bitty “Colors” booklet. 

Materials: Thank You! 

�  Icky Bug Colors by Jerry Pallotta 
�  Cat’s Colors by Jane Cabrera 
�  Crazy Colors  by Brainwaves and Backpack Books 
�  Journal 
�  Color Songs by FrogStreet Press 
�  Crayons (10 Twist Up) 
�  COLORS itty bitty emergent reader book. 
�  Canvas Bag 

Please check to make sure all materials are 
returned to school.  Other children will take this 
homework bag home and will need the materials.  
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Shapes 
Standards & Benchmarks Suggested Activities 

�  Recognizes Basic Shapes 
�  Share an idea or experience with the class 
�  Use multiple letters to form words 
�  Form letters that are upright and facing correctly. 

�  Read books.   
�  Practice identifying shapes using shape manipulatives. 
�  Listen to and sing Shape Songs CD. 
�  Color and read the Shape Monster book. 
�  Find �  words and punctuation in the Shape Monster book. 

Materials: Thank You! 

�  Icky Bug Shapes by Jerry Pallotta 
�  Bear in a Square by Stella Blackstone 
�  Journal 
�  Shape Songs by FrogStreet Press 
�  Crayons (10 Twist Up) 
�  Shape Manipulatives 
�  Shape Monster Book 
�  Canvas Bag  

Please check to make sure all materials are 
returned to school.  Other children will take this 
homework bag home and will need the materials.  

 
 



Martha 
Standards & Benchmarks Suggested Activities 

�  Share an idea or experience with the class 
�  Use multiple letters to form words 
�  Form letters that are upright and facing correctly 

�  Read book. 
�  Pretend that Martha said something to you while 

she was visiting your house. 
�  What did she say? 
�  Draw and write about it. 

Materials: Thank You! 

�  Martha Speaks by Susan Meddaugh  
�  Journal 
�  Crayons (10 Twist Up) 
�  Martha Stuffed Animal Toy 
�  Canvas Bag 

Please check to make sure all materials are 
returned to school.  Other children will take this 
homework bag home and will need the materials.  

 
 
 



Geometry 
Standards & Benchmarks Suggested Activities 

�  Identifies Basic Shapes 
�  Share an idea or experience with the class 
�  Use multiple letters to form words 
�  Form letters that are upright and facing correctly 

�  Read book.   
�  Discuss shapes in book. 
�  Use blocks to create a BLOCK CITY.  
�  Take a picture of it. 
�  Write about your BLOCK CITY. 

Materials: Thank You! 

�  Block City by Robert Louis Stevenson  
�  Camera 
�  Blocks 
�  Journal 
�  Markers (10 Colors) 
�  Canvas Bag 

Please check to make sure all materials are 
returned to school.  Other children will take this 
homework bag home and will need the materials.  

 
 
 



Opposites 
Standards & Benchmarks Suggested Activities 

�  Names Opposites 

�  Read book.   
�  Discuss what opposites are.   
�  Play OPPOSITES game. 
�  Draw two opposites and label them. 

Materials: Thank You! 

�  Opposites by Jim Henson  
�  Opposites Game 
�  Journal 
�  Crayons (10 Twist Up Colors) 
�  Canvas Bag 

Please check to make sure all materials are 
returned to school.  Other children will take this 
homework bag home and will need the materials.  

 



Name  Game 
Standards & Benchmarks Suggested Activities 

�  Knows Letters of Name  
�  Knows Sounds of Letters in Name 
�  Knows Letters of Alphabet 
�  Knows Sounds of Letters of Alphabet 

�  Read the book. 
�  Build your name.  
�  Change the first letter of your name using other letters.   
�  Record some or all of the new names you made! 
�  CHALLENGE: use the magnet letters to build your 

classmate names and to make new names for them. 

Materials: Thank You! 

�  Andy by Tomie DePaola 
�  Magnet Letters (4 sets wooden alphabet letters) 
�  Journal 
�  Crayons (10 Twist Up) 
�  Canvas Bag 

Please check to make sure all materials are 
returned to school.  Other children will take this 
homework bag home and will need the materials.  

 



Farm  Animals 
Standards & Benchmarks Suggested Activities 

�  Know that animals closely resemble their parents 
�  Share an idea or experience with the class 
�  Use multiple letters to form words 
�  Form letters that are upright and facing correctly 

�  Read the books. 
�  Play with the farm animals. 
�  Pick one farm animal you know a lot about. 
�  Write about the farm animal. 
�  Draw a picture of the farm animal (use the farm 

animal drawing book to help you, if you wish). 
�  Play animal match-up card game. 

Materials: Thank You! 

�  Farm Animal Puzzle Book 
�  My First Book of Farm Animals by Paula Borton 
�  Farm Life by Elizabeth Spurr 
�  I Can Draw Farm Animals by P. Legendre 
�  Journal 
�  Crayons (10 Twist Up) 
�  Canvas Bag 
�  Plastic Farm Animals (14 Animals) 
�  Animal Match Up Puzzle Cards 

Please check to make sure all materials are 
returned to school.  Other children will take this 
homework bag home and will need the materials.  

 



Mirabelle  the  Cow 
Standards & Benchmarks Suggested Activities 

�  Share an idea or experience with the class 
�  Use multiple letters to form words 
�  Form letters that are upright and facing correctly 

�  Read the books. 
�  Write about your favorite food to eat and/or movie. 
�  Draw a picture to go with your story. 

Materials: Thank You! 

�  Click, Clack, Moo: Cows that Type by D. Cronin 
�  Giggle, Giggle, Quack by D. Cronin 
�  Journal 
�  Mirabelle the Cow 
�  Crayons (10 Twist Up) 
�  Canvas Bag 

Please check to make sure all materials are 
returned to school.  Other children will take this 
homework bag home and will need the materials.  
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I hope your family enjoys Mirabelle’s overnight stay!   
 

�   Mrs. Meacham  
 



Fred  the  Frog 
Standards & Benchmarks Suggested Activities 

�  Share an idea or experience with the class 
�  Use multiple letters to form words 
�  Form letters that are upright and facing correctly 
�  Understands Position Words: inside, outside, between, on, over, 

under, beside 

�  Read the books. 
�  Work through the Wipe Off activity book. 
�  Write about where Fred jumped. 
�  Draw a picture to go with your story. 

Materials: Thank You! 

�  Jump Frog Jump by Kalan 
�  Hop Jump by Walsh 
�  Up, Down, and All Around Wipe Off Activity Book 
�  Fred the Frog Stuffed Toy 
�  Journal 
�  Crayons (10 Twist Up) 
�  Canvas Bag 

Please check to make sure all materials are 
returned to school.  Other children will take this 
homework bag home and will need the materials.  
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 A  Hopping  Good  Time 
Standards & Benchmarks Suggested Activities 

�  Share an idea or experience with the class 
�  Use multiple letters to form words 
�  Form letters that are upright and facing correctly 

�  Write a story telling what you do for a good time. 
�  Draw a picture to go with your story. 

Materials: Thank You! 

�  Journal 
�  Frog 
�  Crayons (10 Twist Up) 
�  Canvas Bag 

Please check to make sure all materials are 
returned to school.  Other children will take this 
homework bag home and will need the materials.  

 
 

 



Funny  Faces 
Standards & Benchmarks Suggested Activities 

�  Share an idea or experience with the class 
�  Use multiple letters to form words 
�  Form letters that are upright and facing correctly 

�  Read the books. 
�  Draw a funny face. 
�  Write about your funny face. 
�  Take a picture of you making a funny face! 

Materials: Thank You! 

�  Funny Food Faces by Sesame Street 
�  Funny Faces by Kath Smith 
�  Journal 
�  Camera 
�  Crayons (10 Twist Up) 
�  Canvas Bag 

Please check to make sure all materials are 
returned to school.  Other children will take this 
homework bag home and will need the materials.  

 
 

 



Star  Words 
Standards & Benchmarks Suggested Activities 

�  Reads Kindergarten High Frequency [star words] 
�  Read star word flash cards. 
�  Arrange star words on refrigerator, then point and read. 
�  Spell star words on Magna Doodle. 

Materials: Thank You! 

�  Star Word Flash Cards 
�  Star Word Magnet Cards 
�  Magna Doodle 
�  Pointer 
�  Star Words Bag 

Please check to make sure all materials are 
returned to school.  Other children will take this 
homework bag home and will need the materials.  

 
 



Alphabet 
Standards & Benchmarks Suggested Activities 

�  Knows Letters of Alphabet 
�  Knows Sounds of Letters in Alphabet 

�  Read or listen to the book. 
�  Sort ABC objects and letters onto sorting mats. 
�  Make ABC chart on your refrigerator. 
�  Point and read/chant/sing ABC chart. 

Materials: Thank You! 

�  FIVE (5) Sorting Mats 
�  26 Sorting Objects 
�  26 Upper Case Letters 
�  26 Lower Case Letters 
�  ABC Chart Magnet Cards 
�  Pointer 
�  Chicka Chicka Boom Boom by Bill Martin 
�  Canvas Bag 

Please check to make sure all materials are 
returned to school.  Other children will take this 
homework bag home and will need the materials.  

 
 



Handwriting 
Standards & Benchmarks Suggested Activities 

�  Prints Letters Correctly �  Practice writing the letters of the alphabet. 

Materials: Thank You! 

�  Manuscript Writing Wipe Off Activity Book 
�  Wipe Off Crayons (8 Count) 
�  Canvas Bag 

Please check to make sure all materials are 
returned to school.  Other children will take this 
homework bag home and will need the materials.  

 



Graphing 
Standards & Benchmarks Suggested Activities 

�  Understands and Uses Graphs 
�  Sort and count the forks, spoons, and spreaders. 
�  Make a graph of the forks, spoons, and spreaders. 

Materials: Thank You! 

�  Crayons (10 Twist Up) 
�  Graph 
�  Forks, Spreaders, and Spoons 
�  Canvas Bag 

Please check to make sure all materials are 
returned to school.  Other children will take this 
homework bag home and will need the materials.  
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Today is your child’s day to take the Surprise Box home!  Please read the directions on the front of 
the box for further instruction.  The first grade friends already have had opportunities to see the 
Surprise Box “in action,” so they should be familiar with the routine and know what to do.   
 
If your child needs assistance when writing the clues, please help them stretch the word’s sounds 
out when spelling them.  Students should do all the writing.  I’ve encouraged them to write shorter 
clues, so that they don’t need to write as much.  Please see our first Surprise Box contents and clues 
below for examples of how the activity works.   
 
Above all, make it fun and exciting.  This is not meant to be a frustrating task.  If you have any 
questions, comments, or concerns, please feel free to contact me (the back of the clue sheet is a 
GREAT place to do this).   
�
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PS - - Do not undo the tape if you wish to guess the contents for each day’s box!  
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A Flashlight! Buttons! A Pair of Sunglasses! 
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1. Brainstorm a list of possible objects to put into the jar. 
2. The “somethings” or “objects” in the jar must be the same. 
3. When the estimation jar returns to school, our class will estimate the number of objects, group the contents into piles of 5 or 10, and 

then count the object.  We will also practice making tally marks to represent the number of objects. 
4. If you are filling the jar with small objects, please do not fill the jar completely full.  �  
5. The jar must be returned the next school day.   
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1. Have your child choose between 2 and 15 objects at home.  For example: 
·  7 brown beans + 4 white beans 
·  15 popsicle sticks 
·  3 blue buttons + 5 green buttons 
·  9 cotton balls  
·  4 red crayons + 6 black crayons 
·  3 envelopes  

2. Have your child make an addition or subtraction number story using the objects they selected and write the number sentence 
for their story. 

3. Your child will present their math problem to their classmates when the number sentence jar returns.   
4. Example Problems: 
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·  3 + 5 = 8 
        and/or 
·  5 + 3 = 8 
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·  8 - 3 = 5 
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·  10 + 5 = 15 
        and/or 
·  5 + 10 = 15 

�
(
���
��;7� � �
�������(����
!��;=�
�
�����������
� �����������
�������������
!������8�

 
·  15 - 14 = 1 
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Dear  Scientist, 
 
Congratulations!  It is your turn to perform a science experiment for the 
class.  Please have a family member help you select a simple science 
activity that you can perform by yourself.   You might want to search 
the Internet, visit the library, or read a science book to find the perfect 
experiment.  Practice the experiment at home so that you will know 
exactly what to do when you bring the bag back to school.  Your 
parents may help you practice at home, but you will have to 
demonstrate the experiment without their help for our class. 
 
Good luck, scientist!   
You will perform your experiment on                       . 
 
Don’t forget to bring all the materials you need for the experiment in 
the bag.  Help your parents fill out the “Lab Report” in the                     
Famous First Grade Scientists Journal.   
You m ay wear the special lab coat 
and glasses when you present your 
science activity to the class.   
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#$�$ ��Check out the                     
Famous First Grade Scientists journal 
to make sure you are not repeating 
another scientist’s great discovery! 
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Scientist of the Week 
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�  1   White  Lab  Coat 

�  1   Pair  of  Safety  Goggles 

�  1   Scientist of the Week� Journal�

�  1   Copy of ________________ 

�  1   Copy of ________________ 

�  1   Copy of ________________ 

�  1   Copy of ________________ 
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Parents:  I will take pictures.  Please leave this page blank. 



C����4�
���  
 

� � �	�
��
�� �
&��	�

Materials: 
�
�

�  DDDDDDDD�

�  DDDDDDDD�

�  DDDDDDDD�

�  DDDDDDDD�

�  DDDDDDDD�

�  DDDDDDDD�

�  DDDDDDDD�

�  DDDDDDDD�

What happened? 
DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD�

DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD�

DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD�

DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD�

Directions: 
_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________ 


